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Messages

VICE-PRESIDENT
INDIA
NEW DELHI

Jlune 24, |1965.

| send my best wishes for the success of the Annual

Number of your monthly bulletin * News
& Views' to be published on
the 15th August.

Your faithfully,

» * *® - *

MISS PADMAJA NAIDU, Governor of West Bengal has conveyed
her good wishes ‘on the occasion of the publication of the
Annual Souvenir of the Kashmir Sabha entitied VITASTA’.
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CHIEF MINISTER, WEST BENGAL

I send my greetings and goodwishes to the Kashmir
Sabha on the occasion of the publication of * Vitasta .
| am glad to learn that this publication will cover the
wide vista of Indian culture with Kashmir in it. This is
as it should be. That should also be the sentiment of all
Kashmiries living in various parts of the motherland work-
ing for her prosperity, as it is of every one in India to
see Kashmir develop her economy along with the rest of

tne country.

T

: f:f/db q“’h{)&
Calcutta, '
July 2, 1965 ( Prafulla Chandra Sen )

CHIEF MINISTER, JAMMU AND KASHMIR

lam glad that for some years past the Kashmir Sabha,
Calcutta, has been bringing out an annual number of its
monthly bulletin **News & Views™, entitled Vitasta on the
occasion of the Independence Day which is speciaily devoted
to the various aspects of Kashmiri fife and culture.

Kashmir has had a rich cultural past. Universal peace.
human brotherhood and secularism have been the corner-
stones on which the magnificent edifice of our culture has
been built over the centuries. Kings and common folk,
warriors and savants, Rishis and Sufis have all alike contri-
buted to the building of this great heritage.

While partition of the Indian sub-continent witnessed
dark days of communal strife in many a part of the country,
our traditions of secularism and religious toierance, rooted
deep in our past, shown with undimmed brilliance and won
glowing tributes from the Father of the Nation.

I'am sure that the journal will develop into an effective medium to acquaint the people from
other parts the country with these noble features of our culture,

| send my best wishes for the success of the annual number.

Srinagar,
July 20, 1965, (G. M SADIQ)
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AUGUST 1965

FOREWORD

The VITASTA—the Annual Number of Kashmir

Sabha’s monthly ‘News & Views'—has by now come
to stay and we are heartened by enquiries and
eagerness shown—and not only in Calcutta—about
its publication.  This year's VITASTA is the sixth in
the series, and has attempted, as usual, through its
valued contributors, to delve into our rich past and to
discuss the present and to make a probe into the
future. ltis a sign of the times that the Hindi—as
also the Kashmiri—section is gaining in space and

Stature.

\We hope our readers will find the Annual

interesting and informative.

3, Shibnarain Das Lane,
Calcutta-6. Editors
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KASHMIR

Dr.

I was lately reading the Memoir on maps,
illustrating the ancient geography of Kashmir by
Dr. Stein, Ph.D., Principal of the Madrasa College
in Calcutta, published by the Asiatic Society of
Bengal in 1899. The learned writer dwells in this
fascinating book on the description of our beloved
Kashmir from ancient times, going back to
thousands of years before Christ. Our Kashmir 1s
indeed a blessed valley. protected almost on all
sides by snow-covered high mountain ranges with
just a pass—and that also a difficult pass—-here
and there, leading mostly to the south towards
India and towards the north also. Dr. Stein
alluded to the contents of ancient literature of
Kashmir, about the geographical and climatic
conditions of Kashmir and its people, and their
cultural, spiritual and economic environments.
The word Kashmir has come down from ancient
times and has stuck to the country all through the
ages. People have lived, primarily because of
difficult geographical conditions, a secluded life of
their own. There were, of course, journeys to India
for spiritual advancement, by pilgrimage to our
sacred places, principally to Hardwar, Garhmuk-
teshwar and Kurukshettra. In Hardwar in the
books of the Pandas, notes and memoranda recorded
by Kashmiri pilgrims, go back five or six hundred
years. It is said that the first large scale migration
took place about 600—700 years ago to Kangra,
The migrants settled down in their new homes and
absorbed themselves completely with their local
counterparts. The second wave began in the days
of King Mohammad Ali, but his successor, his
nephew Zainul-Abidin, who was a wise and talented
individual called them back by promising them all
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By

KAILASH NATH KATJU

protection in all their reigious, cultural and political
activities. The third is the wave of over two
hundred years ago when migrants came on their
own or in groups in search of employment for
bettering their economic conditions. They settied
down mostly in urban areas and being educated
found little difficulty in securing employment in
offices and organizations and in the personal staffs
of Rajas and Taluqdars. All these migrants made
earnest efforts, by their behaviour, mode of living
and political outlook to become a part and parcel
of the local communities and loved their new
homes with indescribable affection. In Kkeeping
with the social currents then flowing throughout
India among all communities, these Kashmiri new
comers had their matrimonial alliances inside their
own community, performed their religious worships
and ceremonies according to the rituals current and
in vogue in Kashmir and last, they ate and dined
mostly with members of their own community.
Leaving these three aspects aside, their absorption
inside the local communities was complete

The first half of the current 20th century has
witnessed revolutionary changes in world history.
The human race has undergone vast tribulations of
all kinds. The second world war has resulted in
revolutionary changes in several continents, Europz
Asia and Africa. In Europe itse!f old ruling fami-
liss and feudal dynasties have disappeared and
mankind is now being influenced by new ideologies
and political systems and philosophies. Republics
are being established everywhere. In India foreign
rule has come to an end in a peaceful manner and
the Indian people are now living in a Republic, a



political structure unprecedented in Indian history.
Kashmir has now for the first time in its own
history, become in a real sense a part of India. I
would not here emphasize the agricultural, econo-
nomic and spiritual aspects because in thesz
spheres the Kashmiri people have been exercising
vital influences on Indian way of thought and
Indian outlook on life through the Kashmiri
families, who have settled down in India
among them. Apart from this political unity with
India, recent advancement in Science and Techno-
logy and improvement in communications and
transport have wioed out the natural barriers which
played such an important role in the past ages and
have unified Kashmir with India in every way.
The conquest of air has practically made the great
Himalayan range cease to exist on the north. The
latest political development is the aggression by
China against Kashmir and India and the prepara-
tion for such aggression by air from its air-fields in
Tibet.

The Kashmir'valley is about two
square miles in area, and is definitely in many ways
It is considered to be a

thousand

a paradise on earth.
healthy resort for humanity at large and its sacred
places among whom Amarnath cave in the moun-
tains is most attractive, draw piligrims from all
parts of India.

In this great Indian Republic the Kashmiris
are destined to play a most important pari for
security and integrity of India and the advanc-
ment of its social welfare and economic progress.
Already in the national struggle for freedom in
India, commencing with the foundation of the
Indian National Congress in 1884 the Kashmiris
have taken, along with the other leaders of India,
a leading part. Ajudhia Nath Kunzru was on2 of
the founders of the Congress, and Bishen Naurain
Dar and Moti Lal Nehru, and Jawaharlal Nechru
three of its Przsidents. Jawaharlal Nehru was a
right hand man of Gandhiji in this great campaign
for freedom and independence. Jawaharlal Ji
guided the nation during the last seventeen years
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after the advent of Indian independence with
remarkable devotion, imagination and foresight.

Kashmir itself was till 1948 ruled century after
century by Kings and Princely dynasties. It is
only now after 1948 that our brethren in Kashmir
also have come to enjoy the great boon of political
freedom, and have now to share the responsibility
of ruling over themselves, and taking an important
part in the protection, security and advancement of
India at large.

Kashmiris have by their natural intelligence
and keenness of intellect and administrative
capacity taken a great part in the
of the country, and through the practice of the two
noble professions, legal and medical, have served
the nation in an outstanding manner. But now
that India has, by its independence and freedom,
come to occupy a great place in the International
world. and in the world organisation represented
by the United Nations, it is essential that Kashiniris
should take an active and prominent part in every
sphere of national activity, and should not confine
their energy to one or two professions only or
It is essential that they
service in other
notable

administration

to administrative services.
should qualify themselves for
spheres also. They have begun with
careers in the Armed Forces of the land covering
Army, Navy and the Air Forces in India. It is a
matter of satisfaction that young Kashmiris in
India, have begun taking to military careers in large
numbers. I hope this tendency will become even
more widespread and will extend to all Kashmiris
residing anywhere in Kashmir or outside Kashmir.
Every State in India and svery community therein
has to make the utmost effort to take a prominent
and outstanding part in the defence of the mother-
land. We are faced with great dangers, future is
uncertain and Kashmir itself may become the scene
of dangerous far-reaching activities. The local
residents of Kastmir should, irrespective of caste
and creed or religion, arise and join all efforts of

(Continued on page 29)



The Story of the Vitasta

River of Kashmir

By

J. N. GANHAR, New Delhi,

The Vitasta is to Kashmir what the Ganga is
to the rest of northern India. It is the life-stream

of the Happy Valley.

The name Vitasta which Kashmiris residing in
Calcutta have chosen for their Annual, is a very
ancient name. It is mentioned in the Rig Veda.
The ancient Greeks who came to India
before Christ, called it the
Kashmiris and  Muslims  alike—have
shortened its name to Vyath. The name Jhelum
which ‘s now borne by the river outside the valley
is wholly foreign to the genuine usage of Kashmir.

some
centuries Hydaspes.

{Hindus

Kashmir is God's own land. It is, as it has
aptly been called, a And
happily its early inhabitants invested the natuaral
features and phenomena of their heavenly home
The Vitasta, for example,

of Lord Siva's

“paradise on earth’.

with divine associations.

was for them a representation

consort, Parvati.

At the beginning of the world, the Vallley,
according to the Nilamatapuranam, was filled with
This large  mountain-lake called
Satisaras, the lake ol Sati, wife of Siva. In this
lake lived a demon who. through severe penance
and sincere prayers had won the boon of invicibi-
In course of time he developed into
a terror with the result that few could dare
approach the lake or its neighbourhood.

water. was

lity in water.

Man was helpless against this powerful monster.
It was, therefore, left to Nila, the tutelary Naga
deity of Kashmir, to bring about his destruction.
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Nila too could do little by himsell. He,
therefore. sought the good offices of his father.
Kashyap-muni. And at the latter’s request. the

gods, headed by Siva, rid the land of this scourge,
by drainin,g off the
lake.

waters of the mountain-girt ’

After Kashmir had been created, Siva again at
the request oi Kashyapa, prevaiied upon his con-
sort to eppear in the land in the shape of a river so
that people could live in it.  After soms hesitation
the goddess agreed to do so ; she assumed the form
of a river in the underworld and asked her consort
to make an opening by which she might come to
the surface. Siva struck the ground ncar the habi-
tation of Nilanaga with the
(trident) and through the fissure thus made gushed
As the fissure measured but one

point of his  /risul
forth the river.
span—virasti—it came to be known as the Virasta.
This source of the sacred river is thz preseut-day
Nilanag or Vernag which visitors to Kashmir see
soon after they emerge from the Jawahar tunnel on
their way to Srinagar.

The legend related in the Nilamatapuraram
makes the river disappear again. It. however, re-
appeared after supplications and prayers by
Kashyapa who also managed to secure it the com-
pany of other rivers Vishav and Sindh--represzit-
ations respectively ni goodesses Lakshmi and Ganga.

There are varying traditions about the second
appearance of the holy river. According to one
version it appeared from the spring of

while according to another it appeared from the

Panzaih

oy
e



spring of Vethavuthur. The latter spring is sull
recarded as the source of the Vitasta and worship
is offcred here on the river’s birthday.

Kashmir is the eift of the Virasta just as the
northern plain of India is the gift of the Ganga.
The bed of the valley is formed of the alluvium
deposited by the Vitasta and its tributaries through
the nges. The whole economy of the valley has,
for centuries. centrcd round the river and its tribu-
tarics.  Till recent times. the river uninterruptedly
continucd to be the main artery of communication
Khanabal
(near Anantnag) to Khadanyar (below Baramul'la)

a course of about onz kundred miles- -it is navi-

and commerce in Kashmir. for. from

gable throughout.

Little wonder. therefore. that the
Kashmir looked upon the river as a goddness and

birthday with  ceremony and

celebrated its

enthusiasm !

people of

The birthday of the Vitasta falls due on the
thirtzenth of the bright half of Bhadrapada, which
this year corresponds to September the cight.  On
this auspicious day workship is now offered at the
river's source at  Vethavuthur, I, olden days
peopie all over the valley also offered floral and
other offerings throughout its course. In the
gvening aivas (earthenware lamps) were lit and set
afloat on the river on grass-rings prepared for the
purpose. It must indeed have been a  fascinating
sight to see thousands of lamps floating merrily on

the bossom of the river !

Kinzs and commoners. the high and the low.
ail participated in this great river festival. The last
we find historical mention of it is in the time of the
oreat Kashmir ruler Sultan Zain-ul-Abidin. (1420
to 1470 A.D.) whose nobility of character and
catholicity of outlook have justly earned him the
title of Badshah or “'Great King"'.
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Kashmir Frontiers

By

R. C. RAINA, Gogji Bagh. Srinagar.

Divided administratively the Kashmir Frontiers
consist of the district of Ladakh comprising Tehsils
Ladakh, Kargil and Skardu (Baltistan) and the
district of Gilgit Gneluding the Sub-Divisions of
Astore and Bunji, the former having subsequently
ccased to be a separate unit). The frontiers also
include the petty chief-ships of Punial. Ishkoman.
Yasin (with Kuh and Chizar). Hunza, Nagar, and
Chilas held in feudatory relationship with the State
but formerly under the direct charge of a Politica!
Officer of  the of India. Another
isolated unit. Mansar village, though lying in the
Tibetan territory, also belongs to the State and is

Government

treated as part of the Ladakh Tehsil.

Punial district ull
1905 A.D., when it passed over to the charge of the
Political Agent. The tiansfer of Chitral, which also
was once subordinate to the State, to the Govern-
ment of India appears to have taken place some-
time in the i891-1901. Zanskar used till
1901 to form part of the Padar sub-division of the
Kishtwar Tehsil.  In April. 1901, it was transfetrred
to Tehsil Kargil of the Ladakh district. (The tract:
which consists of just 25 villages, remains cut off
Hgs. of the

formed part of the Gilgit

decade

from the Kargil for seven months

winter),

In 1891, the Ladakh frontier consistad of
three districts. Ladakh. Skardu and Gi'git, which
were subsequently combined into a single unit.  In
1601 there were two districts. Ladakh and Gilgit.
The lllega of Haramosh comprising five villages
vas transferred from Skardu Tehsil in April. 1931.
to Gilgit as also the village of Balache in 1909.
What used to be a Niabat (sub-division) of Skardu
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Tehsil till 1901 was converted in that vear into an
Tehsil of Kargi!. The Kharmang
Ilaga from Skardu and Zanskar from Kishtwar
were included in the newly formed Tehsil.

independent

Before the Pakistani raids. as per  ficures
collected in 1943, the district of Ladakh (con-
sisting of the three tehsils of Ladakh., Kargil
and Skardw had & cultivated area of 87.000

acres out of a total area of 45,762 square miles.
a population of 1.95.431 1941)
an annual land revenue of Rs. 2,41,178. In compar-
the

(Census and

district  with  other admi-
nistrative State.
striking feature that the two provinces of Jummu

make only

ing the area of

units of the we  meet with  the

and Kashmir combined two-thirds of
the area coverad by Ladakh Tehsil alone, and 1 we
cxclude from Jammu Province the former jurisdic-
tional Jagirs of Bhadrawah and Poonch as well as
the old district of Udhampur. either of the two
other Tehsils of the Ladakh District
During the triennium 1911

2xceeds that

Provincz in area. o
1641, the population had increased by about 9.000
and the cultivation by about 7,030 acres. Subject
to the provision of irrigation facilities. the scope
for further extension of cultivation was then culcu-
lated at about 5,000 acres. the Kurbathang platrau
in the Kargil Tehsil alone offering about 2.000
acres.

method  of

The unique

manuring their lands.

peasants have a
The carth from the ficlds

or the neighbouring hills is carried and spread

beneath the domestic cattle and after getting mixed
with dung, removed at regular intervals and depo-
anima! sheds  wherefrom 1t is

sited  outside the

g



again, at the time of the sowings, put in the fields.
In colder villages, earth is spread over the fields
during the spring to clear them of the snow. The
earth after ploughing is levelled with a wooden hoe
called differently in different places. It is called
Stui’ba in Kharmang, Ribar in Kargil and Sor end
Shunk in Drass. An implement called Punka is
used in making small  channels for water. At
several places the crops are not cut with a sickle ;
they are uprooted by getting them loosened by the
watering of the fields. Oxen are usually yoked io
a plough. but the ponies are also used when the
former are not fothcoming. The oxen are led by
one man; the ponies by two. Where the soil 1s <oft.
as for instance in Kharmang {in Kargil), men are
are yoked to a plough in the absence of oxen and
ponies.  Sometimes an ox and a man are yoked
together in the absence of the other ox. All animuls.
ponies and donkeys, are used in
Of tne livesteck, Yak, which is
a specie of hill  bullock, is found throughout the
district. It is commonly used in carrying goods in
difficult places. The female Yak is called Dimo.
Lanto is the common bullock and a cow is locally
called Bulang. Zo is a hybrid of the Yak bull and

the common cow and is mostly used in ploughing.

such as cows,
threshing grain.

The female Zo is called Zomo.

Of the fruit trees, which are more abundant in
the Skardu Tehsi! and less in  Ladakh. apricots
claim the largest number. There are also walnuts,
apples. pears, peach, vine and almonds besides
mulberry. Dried apricots and mulberry are used as
supplementary food in addition to vegatables such

as potatoes and turnips.

As against temperate climate of the Kashmir
valley, the district experiences frigid cold, especi-
ally in Dras, Zanskar and the Rupshu valleys. The
cultivetion is very stinted and is confined to the
alluvial lands of the river systems and their ¢lessi-
fication is based on their distances from the vi'lage
sites. Grim (a loose-grained barley) is the maip
produce.  In Skarda the turnip is largely grown,

Irrigation 1s  regulated by the cultivators them-
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sclves. who provide water-courses. properly zraded.
Within

Government has taken up several projects o im-

for their fields. recent  years the  State
prove and zxtend irrigation for more lands being
brought under cultivation. The construction of the
Kharbathang canal will, by regulating the flow of
the Pashkun nullah, reclaim a plateau several miles
in 2xtent near Kargil,

The country is deficient in foodgrams and the
crops usua'ly suffer vhen the snowfall i1s deficient.
and in case of higher villages when there is untimely
snowfall. The overflow of the Indus causes occu-
sional damage in the lower valleys. Though the
population is sparse due to the rigours  of tlie
intensely cold climate and to the presence of the
dense  mountain systems of dry and bure rock.
afiording little room for expansion of cultivation.
its pressure on cuitivated land. already great. is on
the increase.  The Ladakhi is also outgrowing ihe
resources of his country, owing to the decling in
the practice of polyandry (which is since prohibited

by law).

There are no forests except for sprinklings of
Padam (Pencil Cedar) and Birch on the hills in e
Dras valley right from Machoi to
Padam (Pencil Cedar) in the Silmo and
Ilagas, on the slopes of the hills below Deosai piain

Kareil, and

Loiang

and on the mountains between Shigar and Thalia
(Khaplw in the Skardu
(Shingyal) are also

ehsil. Blue pine (Thang-
shing) and Chenar found at
some places. It is just

trees are to be seen, and  orchards often  stang in

around the villages that
wlose proximity to residences. The presence of
cultivable land is the very raison detre of a village
habitation or abadi.

The Buddhist villages begin and end with Manis
(prayer-walls) and Churtangs, and are built along
the valleys length-wise. The Mani is o raised plat-
form of varying length made up of loose stones of
all sizes. the top baing generally sloping. but some-
times flat, the upper surface being strewn with
pieces of slate inscribed with Buddhist Mantras, so

(Continued on page 43)



A Night at Shalimar

(Based on a Poem in Kasmiri)

By MASTERIL

Like one of those song-birds who cease to sing
When summer with its joys of nesting-time

Is over. | feel too old and far too sad

To tell in glowing words of good old days

When little eroups of chosen friends agreed

To give a night to pure enjoyment, right

From dusk till dawn next day—at Shalimar—
With music, song, and talks followed by teas.
The summer sky above with twinkling stars

Would, form a sapphire canopy inlaid

With pearls ; while all around them lay green lawns.
And beds of flowers of a thousand hues

That filled the air as it with powdered musk

From roses, daffodils, and hyacinths ;

The great chenars that lend a soothing shade ;
The silent stream that fed the cascades, tanks

And fountains. Now and then an orio'e,

Or bulbul, with its rousing notes woke up

To life again the drowning scene.
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Such nights

As these were oft enjoyed at Shalimar

By Shah Jehan and his sweet lively queen—
Those sovereign lovers who prized love above
Both worlds.

Such solitudes were utilized

For worship by those godly men, who lost
Themselves in God and found an ecstasy.

A nameless bliss, about which Bedil said—

“Wink not or you will lose the wondrous sight”".

Of course there are some other gardens here.
But Shalimar has something all its own.
Nishat. for instance, brings before my mind

The picture of a handsome prince bedecked
With ornaments.., and conscious of himself,

And strolling with his head held high. chest out.
But Shalimar to my mind’s ¢ye presents

A princess of rare beauty simply dressed

Who neither wears o1 wants an ornament

Beyond her wisdom. love. and faithfulness ;

Whose modest looks can't hide a heart of gold.



The Old and The New.

By

DAYA KISHAN KACHRU, I.A.S.. Rourkela

The high mountain fastnesses of Kashmir.

with their peace-exuding back-waters and sylvan
scenes. constituted an enchanting world of their
own in the twenties and the early thirties. Life in
an average Kashmiri Pandit family moved in a
placid vircle of contentment and ease. The joint
both a fort and a undar the
overlordship of the head. It
threads, and its layers of
These
were held in place, some-times uncomfortably so.
by traditional family loyalty. For
children it was generally a heaven of fun and frolic.

family was forum,
supreme sway and
had its many-textured

progressively thinning blood relationships.
thongs of

though occasionally they had glimpses of he!l also
or the appiication.

where it pained most, of the knotted rod.

through the dreaded nettle,

The wants of the family were few ; its inhibi-

tions many. It was a closed circle. The horizons
were limited, and
than one, by the
majesty of the Himalayan mountains.
The Pir Panjal Pass loomed in ihe

Those

circumscribed. in more
and all-enclosing
Trave! was

ways

enveloping

an adventure,
distance as a gate-way to the unknown.
who braved its forbidding heights, and came back
to tell stories of all the wonders on the other side

seemed great heroes to our child-hood fancy.

Some of the stories related to the Kashmiri
Pandits settled far and away in the wide expanse of
India’s plains. Their lives and living seemed io
be cusi in a different, and a happier and brighter,
stories we heard zbout
garbzd

mould than ours. The

their achievements them in

them, and
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raiment of romance in our eyes. They seeme. to
have risen to dizzy heights of fame and fortuns.
and become darlings of both Goddesses Saraswati
and Lakshmi. Only in exile could the Kashmiri
have prospered thus. so we thought ! The Pass of
Pir Panjal. therefore, appeared to us to open on to

El Dorados galor=.

The distant El' Dorados notwithstanding, the
Kashmiri. however, loved his mountain home, and
clung te it with a deep devotion bordering almost
on the pathetic.  Only calamities and catastrophies
could spatch  him out of this fatal
while the mountains inspire, they also hem in ard
smother like the cold clasp of a beauty
passionless, yet alluring.

embrace ;. for

supreme

It was almost six hundred vears ago that the
first mentionable exodus started. These
Kashmiris had to brave the terrors of the unknown,
Valley of the Gaods,

pelitico-religious

ancient

and bid a sad adieu to the
pushed out by devastating
upheavals and unrelenting economic compulsions.
They were inevitably also stirred and swayed by the
twin propulsions of faith and fervour like the

Pilgrim Fathers of old

The largest exodus of Kashmiri Pandits took
place during the troubled Sikandar But-
Shikan-—the Idol Breaker —in the fifteenth century

rule of

His burning fanaticism and bigotry scorched
thousands of Kashmiris out of their ancestral hearths
and homes. He was succeeded by his noble son.

Zain-ul-Abidin, who ruled between 1422 and '474
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A.D. Zain-ul-Abidin or Bad-Shah was a great and
benevolent monarch. His name is still revered by
every Kashmiri throughout the length and breadth
of Kashmir. He lived almost a century before
Akbar the Great, but judged by any standards was
as great as the greai Akbar-i-Azam himself He
re-called most of the Kashmiris who had been driven
out by the iconoclastic fanaticism of his father,
and re-sett'ed them with honour and dignity. Those
who returned are the Bhanamasis of to-day. They
observe the solar form of the astronomical calendar.
This heart-rending exodus was fol'owed by
many more during the many vicissitudes of
Kashmir's long and troubled history, and the many
conflagrations that scorched the Garden of India
in the centuries that failowed. But greater than any
exodus in the past was the latest—that which came
in the wake of the unhappy partition of India in
1947 —when Kashmiri Pandits in their thousands
had to tear themselves away from the lovely land of
their birth. with heavy hearts and heavier feet, like
their kith and kin during the eatlier epoches.

The Kashmiris who migrated and settled down
in the rest of India, cluring various periods in the
past. coalesced and tecame a social whole with the
progression of time. The differences of old and new
thus never came to the surface among them, be-
cause the new comers were few, and merged with
ease with the others wherever they settled. But
this was rot so after the fatest exodus of 1947 : for
vast and afflicted mass
rest of India. They

Kashmiri Pandits 1n a
poured cut to settle in the
received sympathy and consideration in abundant
measure from the old Kashmiris, and found this a
heartwarming experience. But many also hed a
feeling that inspite of a!l the sympathy and consi-
deration that they received a social gulf divided
the old from the new. According to them the two
did not meet as they ought to. The general assump-
tion that held the field among them was that the

old and the new may not meet.
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Why this should be so seemed incompreiien-
sitte ; for a common religious tradition, a common
back-ground, a common culture. and ties of cen-
turies of blood and kinship are a cementing force.
and should constitute a bridge, and not a gulf. But
diverse reasons were advanced by the Doubting

Thomases for the existence of this imagined gulf.

The point often made was that the old
Kashmiris could not speak Kashmiri and were not
interested in their mother-tongue. As a result they
are unab'e to share the rich treasures of their own
ancestral language and literature with other
Kashmiris, and a vital ink of a common heritage
is lost. Therz may be force in the point that this
cuts off a link of communion between the new and
the old ; but has the link been snapped on purpose.
and with any intentions ?  The

answer to this should settle the question.

premeditated

It is only meet to put this point in its proper
and historical perspective, and to analyse the why
of it. Few as we are in numbers, the old Kashmiris
were dispersed in almost the whole of Northern
Indiz and in parts of Eastern and Western India
right from medieval times onwards. Not unoften
there were hardly more than a couple of Kashmiri
families in a whole town. Their contacts with
other Kashmiris could not but be few and far
between ; for distances were great and the means of
forbidding and primitive until

They had by far and large to

commuunication
only recent times.
attune themselves to their respective environments.

It is a tribute to them that they should have
succeeded in doing this so very admirably, and it is
no wonder that in this context their mother-tongue
should have become an unwitting casualty. 1n fact
it is surprising that a large number of Kashmiri
words should still persist to this day as current coin

in their conversation.

The old Kashmiris all the same had a greater
sense of social cohesion and of together-ness than



most of us who have come out now when travel is
present no problem.
themselves

easy and communications
They took a special pride in calling
How they managed to keep up their

trouble-some dis-

Kashmiris.
biradari contacts over long and
tances, their system of marriages and allied social
functions, and their old and hoary rituals, reads like
a saga in the hardly survival of cultures. One
cannot but contzmplate with admiration how
generations of these old Kashmiris over the centuries,
and in far flung places with their microscopic
numbers, kept up their traditions and the Kashmiri
cultuie even in the exile that ultimately turned into

a home.

Recently a Kashmiri family settled in Orissa
for more than a century had their daughter’s
marriage. Their relations from many parts of the
country had come to attend the function. It was a
microcosm of the Kashmiri community in India.
and provided an interesting study in the survival of
cultures notwithstanding the erosions of time and
The marriage function itself was
reproduction of a similar

of distance.

almost a function in

Kashmir with minor and inevitable local variations.

What was agreeably surprising was the language in
which the singing for the marriage function was
conducted. It was in Kashmiri. These were the
self-same songs, written in Devanagari Script, that
have been recited on marriage occasions in
Kashmir since time immemorial, sung, however, in
a tone which was neither Kashmiri nor Hindi, but
seemed to our unknowing ears a language which
we did not know. But for the intonation, the
accent. and the methodology of the singing it was
as genuine a Kashmiri Pandit function as it could
have been in Kashmir, forgetting the distances—
both of time and place—an amazingly live though

tortured link of fusion !

This is not an isolated sparrow being exhibited
to prove the existence of summer ; for this story
repeats itself among other Kashmiris in other parts
of India too on such occasions. It indicates that
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there has been no purposeful neglect of Kashmiri
by the older Kashmiris. In fact it is the other way
about. It also speaks of the inevitable corrosion of
time and environment, and of the loosening effects
of smallness of numbers, and distant dispersals. on
the community. These have had their own reper-
cussions on the old Kashmiri society in India as on
other social and communal groups in various parts
of the world—a process of the march of history
and of efflux of time which can hardly be stayed or

~ stemmed.

The other point made was that the old

Kashmiris in India were on the top of the world.
They had risen to positions of pride and distinction
wherever they had settled down. Right from the
sea-board of India to the farthest corner of the
though few and dispersed.
Their

Himalayan foot-hills,
they had carved out a niche for themselves
kith and kin in Kashmir. however, continued as
humble folk, ‘‘the dumb driven cattle’” of unsym-
pathetic and not unoften antagonistic and inimical
rulers. They had to be content with the small
crumbs and slices of petty office that accidentally
came their way. This unhappy back-ground of
suppression and purposeful neglect over the centu-
ries had created its own reflexes and attitudes
among them. The few who had been able to rise
had been able to do so only against heavy odds 1nd

opposing blizzards.

The old Kashmiris were Juckily immune
from the reflexes and attitudes that this long
persistent environment of all-pervading suppression
fostered among its unfortunate victims, and which
has been so well analysed by eminent Britons like
Sir Walter Lawrence and Sir Francies Younghus-
band who knew their Kashmir so well.

Basically and broadly. when analysed. it
seemed to be a question of adjustments as between
varying income groups in the community. With a
surfeit, or at-least an adequacy. of the goods of this

world, and the standards of living that go with it,
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certain reactions are bound to arise in any income
group ; for not all of us can claim to be Raj Rishi
Janaks. These will tend to reflect themselves in
more ways than one. But built as these are on
shifting economic sands they remain in a state of
constant flux. As such their existence among the
Kashmiris in Kashmir or, in a measure, among the
old Kashmiris in the rest of India presents no
peculiar problem, and need not cause any heart-

breaks.

For the old and the new to be one, a getting
back at various levels within the biradari is essential
so that mental barriers may melt and imagined
edges may be worn off. This is a process that
during the last seventeen years of the great exodus
of 1947 has already started despite the Doubting
Thomases. There have been a number of happy
marriages between the old and the new. The con-
tacts have become greater and closer by far and
large, and mutual attitudes more accommodating.
notwithstanding all the disruptive and dis-integra-
ting forces that already seem to be at work simul-
taneously and slowly. eroding on Kashmiri Pandit
society. and what we know of Kashmiri Culture.
But this is another story which needs separate

treatment.

There is. therefore. nothing that need stand as
a barrier to a systematic and ordered getting together
of the two wings of Kashmiris in India; for
the basic and essential foundations for a proper
cohesion and co-mingling have already been laid on
by history, by religion. by tradition, by convention.
and also by language in a loose sort of way, and by
centuries of thinking and ways of living which have
crystallised and found expression in various forms
which we now give the generic expression of
Kashmiri Pandit Culture,

The question that any well-wisher of the com-
munity would like to ask is how to bring about this
greater cohesion in an ordered manner, and with
speed. The Kashmiri Sabhas in various parts of
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India have a vital role to play in this matter. They
are already doing a good job of it wherever these
exist. They have, however, to spear-head this
movement, and to take a leaf out of the book of
the activities of the Kashmiri Sabha of Calcutta in
this behalf. A line of communication as between
the various Sabhas functioning in different parts of
the country has also to be established. and exchange
of thoughts made a regular feature so as to bring
about a greater sense of awareness of the problems
that face the community in India, and how best to
tackle these as they arise.
seems now an inescapable necessity.

A central organisation
Delht would
appear to be the obvious choice for this organisa-
tion to which, in due course. the other Sabhas cver
the rest of the country could be affiliated. The
Central Sabha could also organise the issue of
journals as they did in the old days in Lahore
wherefrom Bahari-Kashmir was published regu-
larly.. They can also take up the question of
properly editing in the Devanagari and Roman
Scripts some of the songs that are recited at various
social functions in Kashmiri. These could be made
available to the Kashmir Sabhas all over India at a
nomina! price with translations for issue to the
members of the biradari. The unexplained rituals
could then be resuscitated into life among the old
Kashmiris also. Tape recordings of these songs by
proficient singers from Kashmir could also be
made and supplied to the various Sabhas. They
could loan these out on payment for use on social
and religious functions so that correct linguistic
presentation of songs and their better understand-
ing among both the wings could be ensured. The
treasures and traditions of the past. which have
been so well preserved by conventional methods so
far, could then and in similar ways be revived into
actual living links as between the component parts
of the community which could thus be the better
unified. and brought together.

It may appear anachronistic to talk of unifica-
tion of the older and younger wings of the Kashmiri
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community in India at a time when we are thinking
of unification of nations. Preservation of cultural
links among social groups is, however, not a retro-
grade step. and nezd not make our minds parochial
or purblind. It is in fact to the credit of the
Kashmiris that wherever they settled down in the
past they acclimatised and adapted themselves to
the local environment with grace and speed.

To merge and fuse the Ganga of the old

Kashmiris in India, and the Jamuna of the new
Kashmiris, that has flowed out as a result of the
post-Independence upheavals, and create therefrom
a Triveni symbolic of both the old Ganga and the
new Jamuna and the common and hoary culture
that these stand for is a task that beckons, and a
consummation that most members of the commu-
unity devoutly wish for and hope to see achieved
in their own life time.

{ Continued from page 9)

the country for the preservation of its security and
integrity. Apart from the Armed Forces, other
activity for the service of
Our present cons-

spheres of national
Kashmir are equally important.
titution needs for its working talent,
imagination and political insight. Kashmiris should
qualify and take part in the legislative activities,
both at the centre and in their home States. Then
the second great sphere is that of executive service in
numerous departments. The freedom of India has
opened a new field and avenue for Indian talent
in the shape of foreign service. It is our gcod
fortune that several Kashmiri Officers are occupy-
ing high places in foreign countries. 1 hope that
will continue and still larger numbers of Kashmiris
from Kashmir and other parts of India will
endeavour by their qualification to serve their
country in this sphere too. There is service in other
departments, like the Public Health and Public
Works. Kashmiris should acquire necessary acade-
mic qualifications and serve the motherland as
engineers and doctors. The medical profession is
one of the noblest, if not the noblest, on the earth.
and gives opportunities to all noble minded indi-

experiercs,
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viduals to devote themselves to the service of huma-
nity. The third is the judicial sphere. We have got
in our Republic the rule of the Law, and all our
democratic rights are safe-guarded and ensured for
us through the proper functioning of our law
courts. Our judges from the highest to the lowest
require the assistance of a competent, efficient and
honest legal
charge of their duties and legal functions. The
Kashmiris in India have played in the past hundred
years a distinguished role in the judicial sphere.

profession to assist them in the dis-

I do hope they will continue to do so. Indeed. now
that Kashmir has become a part of India.
Kashmiris should come forward in larger numbers
for service in the legal profession. Prevalent
notions about insecurity in the legal profession are
all ill-founded. There is room for talent every-
where, and young lawyers who are learned, indus-
trious, and who keep high moral
shine, can make a good start in his legal profession

without much difficulty.

standards can

Kashmiris, whether residents of Kashmir or in
India, have got a bright future in India. Kashmir
itself, now that it has become a member of the great
community has prospects of a very bright future



March of Our Sabha

By

B. K. MOZA. Calcutta.

Ten years period is an appreciable span of life
for any organization. This may be considered as an
index to its stability and popularity and at the same
time a pointer towards the proportionate expecta-
tions of its being in a position to deliver goods as
Our Sabha is to cele-
brate its tenth year of existence next year and it is
in the fitness of the occasion thag its activities ure

visualised by its members.

reviewed a year earlier so that the next line of action
is chalked out accordingly.

There can be no two opinions about this fact
that during these vears the Sabha has shaped as the
only representative Socio-Cultural organization of
Kashmiries in the FEastern zone of our country.
Facts will support that it is not an exaggeration ihat
the Sabha has tried within its limitations to be
useful for the Baradari. The magnitude of its
usefulness, however, reflects the general
tional experience and the interest of its members.
We cannot but agree that it is due to the Sabha that
we have come o know so many of us here in this
cosmopoiitan city of Calcutta. Perhaps contact and
get-togeiher are the most felt expectations of our
Sabha.
organizing the ce'ebration of Nav Roz. Janam
Ashtami and Children’s Day cvery year provide the
necessary subctrantum for a happy get-together on
such occasions. The acknowledged and
well responded get- together materializes on Hawan

organisa-

in this connection. the Sabha’s attempts at

maost

occasion. when most of us, if not all. participate

with fu'l enthusiasm and willingness. These
general  get togethers—on  three  occasions on
which we also hold our general meetings—are

supplemented by the monthly meetings of the
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Committee members of our Sabha.

Ordinarily this procedure should be quite desirable

Executiva

to make our Sabha effective in bringing about and
in increasing our contacts amongst ourselves.

In addition to this objective of social get-together
the Sabha has been trying to bring cut suitable pub-
lications concerning ourselves in one or the other
way. Publication of a small pamphlet in 1957 about
the ‘‘Festivals and Ritua's of Kashmiri Pandits”
was the beginning in this respect. This was followed
by another systematic attempt in 1959 which resulted
in the publication of the Sabha's monthly Bulletin
the “‘News and Views''. Through this Bulletin the
members get the reports of Executive Committes
meetines. some news about one another and also the
necessary information about matters of importance
taking place in Kashmir. It also includes a valu-
able list of our rituals and festivals according 1o
the Kashmiri Calendar. Since 1960 the
Number of the Bulletin known popularly now as
the ‘‘Vitasta is brought out every year. For this,
cream of the

Aunual

articles are
community and a
The Annual Number has been keeping
up its tune with the vibrations of the time and it is

invited from the literary
tradition of high standard has

been laid

for this that last year's Number was dedicaie] to the
memory of our late beloved and Prime
Minister. Pandit Jawahar Lal Nehru. This Number
Lkas been

leader
particularly well acknowledge.l for its
standard. The Editors and
Organizers of this Number deserve special mention

comparable style and

for having brought out such a fine piece of work
with very meagre resources and facilities at their

disposal. It may not be out of place to mention that
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this Number turned out to be the record means of
improving upon the financial position of the Sabha
by way of the advertisements. The credit again
goes to some stalwarts whom the Sabha will always
remember for their selfiess services.

In addition to these activities there have been
some occasions when the Sabha tried to lJe of service
to some of the Baradari members in one or the
other form. But, it has to be admitted that something
more could have been achieved on this front.

A generalization of the above facts rfeveals
that the Sabha has tried to be useful to the Baradari.
But there have been its shortcomings too Our
Sabha has, indeed, pious programmes and very
useful objectives. Somehow, there are some lacunae
somewhere which do not allow it to be as effective
as it should have been. May be the execution of these
programmes has not been proper. It is difficult to
reason out one single cause of this shortcoming
because the smooth functioning in general depends
upon a chain of inter-related factors and once one
unit is out of gear the whole chain becomes
ineffective. A great deal depends upon the coope-
ration offered and the interest taken by our Baradari
members. In order to review and maintain the
interest of the members, the Sabha has to be
dynamic in its attitude and activities. It needs no
emphasis'that much depends upon the leadership
which the Sabha can provide to the Baradari and
this mainly rests on its Executive Committee. This
Committee being an elected body. as a corollary.
the pre-requisite for the effectiveness of the Sabha
is the judicious formation of this Committee for
which Baradari members have to take special
interest. It also becomes equally important for
those who accept to be elected to fulfil their duties
towards the Sabha and to come up to its expecta-
tions. Once the present day burden of the Sabha on
few individuals alone is shifted to the collective of
a bigger number of enthusiastic members the desired
output has to become a reality. Team work and
team spirit are the proverbial essentials for
such organizational matters. The recent forma-
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tion of the Zonal Committees is a sle;; towards
revitalising the activities of the Sabha. It needs no
explanation that Sabha's important activities at the
same time lead to increased expenses. Naturally
tollection of the subscriptions and donations
becomes an important factor. In order to make this
machinery more efficient, the Sabha has to think in
terms of having a paid staff entrusted with this task.
This means the Sabha's next leap towards having
its own office. Since its very inception, the Sabha has
been thinking in terms of having its own accommo-
dation. All of us do agree that that would have
solved many of cur problems and also given some
newer dimensions to our Sabha. During the last few
inconclusive discussions have been

evoted towards Kashmir  Bhawan.
Repeatedly, much has been touched upon in this
corner of the “‘News and Views’™ about it. But does
that mean that the problem has been given a
suitable “‘take off’’ from its static ‘‘ground’’ position.
The 1eply unfortunately is ‘‘No.” Many may.
therefore, justifiably blame us for having only
talked so much about this issue without having done
any thing very concretely. But where does the solu-
tion lie ¢ Isn’t it the first concrete step of that
solution to focuss repeatedly on this Kashmir
Bhawan problem lest the members forget it over
and it is with them that the solution lies. Our
Hindu philosophy teaches us that “Vakya vakya dini
‘Bhairavi’ and Science trains us to accep life and its
activities as a ‘‘series of trials.”" With this plea to
talk repeatedly about this difficulty to achieve
projects may not be totally out of the way. Rather
it may bring about the actual solution nearer 1o us.

months many
having a

In order to be more effective our Sabha should
have a minimum financial standing of fifty
thousand rupees and this should be its target for the
coming five years. Our one experiment in raising
funds through advertissments in the Vitasta has
been a great success. Sabha has to come forward
with some more proposals which may draw the atten
tion of its members towards it for the consequent

(Continued on page 39)
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Towards an all-India Organisation

By

S. S. RAINA

To what purpose ? This is a question that I
repeatedly ask myself, and have asked some of my
other friends also. The context is associations of
Kashmiris outside Kashmir and activities relating
thereto. The question sounds unduly pessintistic, it
is true. But I do not find much basis at present for
fecling otherwise.

Kashmir Sabha, Calcutta, is now a decade old
We thank ourselves that it has survived so long,
and is not, as yet, running the risk of dissolution in
the mmmediate future. It has done soine com-
mendablz little work-—it is publishing for the last
many years this Annual which gives expression to
our views and feelings ; it has rendered some assis-
tance, financial or otherwise. to a few deserving
cases ; end is arranging and encouraging community
set-togethers.  Feankly. it has just succeeded in
continuing its existence. But we are thankful that

the worse has not happened.
e

I know Kashmir Sabha at first hand. and can
speak with some confidence about it. But from
what little 1 know of other places, the position is no
better. if not worse. in other centres like Delhi,
Bombay, Lucknow, Amritsar, Kanpur, Chandigarh
etc where a sizeable number of Kashmiris live. True,
in Calcutta, we have been thinking aloud of a
Kashmir Bhavan : in Delhi some progress, though
halting, has been made to construct a place which
Kashmiris could their own ; in Amritsar
improvements are under way in the old Kashmiri
Temple and Dharamsala ; in Bombay sporadic
efforts are male to put some life in the listless body
of the ‘Milchar Samachar’; and in other centres
community congregations on Navreh and other

call
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festivals are held. But the sum-total of all these
efforts, considering the need and the opportunities,
comes to just a drop in the ocean.

Think of the Farsis, a hanlful community ; they
have made their existence felt everywhere, not only
as individuals with their high status in the business
and administrative fields, but even as a commurity.
Another example is of the Armenian Christians.
who are a well-knit and prosperous unit. We can
take a leaf out of the book of our Bengali friends.
Outside Bengal. wherever they go. even in small
numbers, they do leave their imprint. In Delhi, they
are possibly in relatively large numbers and their
‘Kali Bari’ may not look too much of an achicve-
ment. But I was pleasantly surprised to find at as
far a place as Simla a palatial building quite near
the ‘ridge’ and proudly proclaimed as the ‘Simla
Kali Bari'.
and that may explain their vast resources and com-
munity centres.

Parsis may belong to an affluent society

But Bengalis are. like us Kashmiiris.
mostly middle class people.
munity instinct, it appears, is stronger than ours.

service Their com-

In every big city, cultures of other states and
regions are represented by various social organisa-
tions. There is a ‘Tamil Sangham’, a ‘Kerala
Samaj', a ‘Maharashtra Nivas' a Gujarat Bhawan’,
a ‘Rajasthan Club’ and so on. They lend colour
to the life of a city which finds all the diversity
interesting and centributing to the over all ‘Unity in
Diversity’ of the country. But, the Kashmiris, in
spite of their relatively higher 1.Q., in spite of their
having produced brilliant statesmen, lawyers and
public leaders, singularly lack that community ins-

35



tinct, which could benefit not only them, but add to
the rich diversity of India.

It must, of course, be admitted that we suffer
from two serious handicaps when compared to
other cultural groups. One is language. Kashmiri,
being only a spoken dialect. is soon forgotten after
the Kashmiri leaves his homeland in Kashmir. Not
to speak of the socalled ‘old’ Kashmiris—the
Kashmiris who left Kashmir several generations ago
and have hardly any family or other connections in
Kashmir, even the so-called ‘New Kashmiris-—the
gradually bid good-
themselves.

post-independence migrants,
bye to the language, possibly despite
They are scattered over wide areas and have as their
neighbours non-Kashmiris. While the husband and
the wife may speak Kashmiri between themselves.
their children are brought up in a neighbourhood
where Kashmiri is unknown. Even at home the
ayath or the man-servant speaks the local tongue.
When a little grown up. the children go to school
where also the local languages or English are the
medium of communication and instructions. The
result is that Kashmiri to them becomes a strange
dialect spoken, to their amusement, only by their
elders at home.  They sometimaes copy the elders’
Kashmiri as the e!ders mimic the child’s pranks.

With the other cultural or linguistic groups
living outside their State this difficulty is got over
by study of the alphabet of the mother tongue at
home or in schools and Pathashalas and, later. by
study of its literature and through communication
with relatives and others outside in the same

language.

We Kashmiris must be among the very few
communities who write personal letters in another
tongue. I remember, when I was a relatively new-
comer to Calcutta, I was one day writing a letter
home during lunch-time in the office. = A Bengali
co'leacue of min: dropped in and chided me for
doing ‘blocdy office work’ even during the lunch-
time. When 1 told him it was a letter home, he was
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taken a-back. How could I write a personel letter
in a foreign tongue, Impossible, he said. And when
he knew that it was true, he did not say anything
further—only the expression on his face was a com-
bination of pity and indignation over the lack of
growth of a primitive from the hills ! 1 did not
appreciate his surprise then. but do it now, having
seen a little more of the world.

This lack of knowledge of the mother tongue
tares us ofl from our roots. It also acts as a barrier
to better understanding among the ‘old’ and the
new Kashmiris. Particularly among the ladies, it
acts as a great handicap. It cuts us off from the
place of our birth, and its literature and
Even those among us who belong to the post-Inde-
pendence period know possibly more about
Shgkespeare, Shaw, Tagore, Igbal and Galib than
about Parmanand, Lal Ded, Nund Rishi. Arnimal
and Habba Khatun of the past. or of Nadim,
Mabhjoor, Master Zinda Kaul and Azaad of the
present or the recent past.

culture.

Closely allied to this handicap is our having
got more or less cut-away from Kashmir, A Bengali
living far away from Bengal may not have visited
the land of his ancestors even once, but his attach-
ment continues and he is sure he will be welcome
if and when he returns. For us with the political
position of Kashmir as it is, there is hardly any pros-
pect of our finding a haven there if occasion arose. 1
remember that gruesome day in 1960 when following
the Assamese-Bengali trouble, a move was a foot to
get all non-Bengalis turned out of Bengal-—that
Bengal belongs to the children of the soil. 1t was,
of course, a highly impractical proposition and not
backed by any responsible group of public opinion
in Bengal, and therefore got nipped in the bud.
But when tempers were frayed, the other non-
Bengalis—the Bihari, the Maharashtrian, the Andhra
or the Punjabi, could look forward to their own
States where they could at least get a shelter. But
we Kashmiris had nowhere to go. We are minorities
everywhere—even in Kashmir. No Central or State
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leader and no Chief Minister will come (o our
rescue. We are. as if, with our roots cut, uncertain

of our place in the Indian milieu.

Fortunately, India is a vast country, a conglo-
meration of various cultural and linguistic groups
and we should not have to run any risk of life. But
bare existence for a highly intelligent group is of no
conscquence. We must try to develop as a group
and add our mite to the vast Indian cultural heritage.
This can be done only. if we try to come together
organisations with all-India

through fraternal

contacts and communications.

The absence or lack of these contacts affects.
apart from our own vitality as a distinct cultural
group in the Indian polity, even our narrow and
immediate interests of family relations. A family
with a grown up daughter or son knows it only (o its
consternation what this lack of contact and Baradari
spirit means. And this will continug unless we all
become a little more active in our social instinct.
The present is not the age of individualism which
has somehow been embedded into the Kashmiri’s
vitals and has been our great weakness all through.

We have to develop and actively pursue the commu-
nity spirit and bid good-bye to the spirit of ‘Haro
Batta Chuye’.

Our handicaps make it a'l the more imperative
that we make a deliberate and concerted effort in
the direction of an all-India association or federa
tion of Kashmiris. The lead has to come from some
public spirited people or group of people. Much
will depend on the initiative of the Kashmiri
organisations in New Delhi where next to Kashmir
we have the largest concentration of Kashmiris.
Without being presumptuous to advise them. a
humble request to them could be to start with having
a central organisation of the Kashmiris of Delhi
and New Delhi., which could be a forerunner of an
all-India body. Kashmiris in other states, I am
sure, will lend their helping hand. This all-India
body could then consider how best to weave the
whole community into a wellknit unit, not a
closed-in group, but, being sure of itself, as a part of
of the larger Indian fabric. The Kashmiris in
Kashmir, will also be happy to see such a develop-
ment and may lend a helping hand.

(Continued from page 33)

material gains which they may be able to receive.
This may obviously remove the feeling from their
minds that .the Sabha is only taxing them.
Formation of a multipurpose Co-operative in these
days of scarcity is one such proposal. There will
be many more and for these our Baradari members
in general and those of us who understand ecoiio-
mics in particular may come forth with suitable
suggestions so that a way for investing our little
amount of money is engineered to fulfii our ambi-
tious programmes.

With this financial independence many ol our
problems will find optimum solutions and Sabha
can think of other important aspects. We may not
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wait much long in widening the scope of the News
and Views to a monthly periodical dwelling upon
the socio-cultural problems and other literary
aspects of Kashmiries. It seems equally important
to narrow down the distance between our thoughts
and actions as regards awarding Subha’s medal to
meritorious students and scholarships to deserving
ones.

We have to think over these problems seriously
so that the Sabha proves more 2ffective in the years
to come. Equipped with the weapons of coopera
tion, coordination and consolidation, it should not
be difficult for us to march ahead to reach the
desired goal.



Shri Vaishnav Devi

By

R. C. RAINA, Gogji Bagh, Srinagar.

Shri Vaishnav Devi is enshrined in the lap of
the Trikuta hills that rise over the plains 37 miles
to the north of Jammu, the winter capital of the
Jammu and Kashmir Government. The sacred cave
tops a natural fissure in the rocks at an altitude of
6,000 feet above the sea level and is approached by
a gap which though 15 feet wide and 6 feet high at
the mouth is narrowed down by a boulder to a low
entrance which can be passed only through
crawling. At a further distance of about 35 feet is
the inner cell 6 feet by 6 feet with an opening
towards the west about 4 feet by 3 feet. In the
centre are the images over a-stream of water called
the Charan Ganga (the Ganges of the fee).
According to the devout, Shri Vaishnav Devi is a
manifestation of Shakti and a pilgrimage to the
shrine, perhaps the only shrine of its kind in all
India. is the surest way to realise one’s ambitions,
Thousands of pilgrims flock to the shrine every
year. The pilgrims make light of all difficulties and
vie with one another in traversing difficult ascents
and descents over precipitous cliffs. Use of meat
and liquor round and on the way up the cave is
strictly prohibited.

The shrine can be reached by two routes rrom
Katra, a small town lying at a distance of 29 miles
from Jammu. Ordinarily Katra can be reached
from Jammu by bus in 2 hours. The road bifur-
cates at Siketor, which is also known as Domel, on
19th mile of the Jammu-Banihal-Srinagar road
and extends to Reasi, the headquarters of the Tehsil
and the former district of Reasi. From Katra two
alternative paths can be taken to the cave. One of
these passes through Adkwari on the Trikuta hills,
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which is generall called by the name of Dhar
Shree Vaishnav Devi (the ridge of Shri Vaishnav
Devi) and faces the Katra town. The road is 71 miles
long, with an ascent of 5 miles and a descent of 21
miles. The ascent starts at the outskirts of the
Katra town from the bridge over the Bal-Ganga
stream and culminates at the top of the hill, whence
the descent starts. The journey up-hill and down-
hill is rich in wild scenery and a vista of chains of
rocks. pasturages and fertile plains is unfolded to
the view. The distance from Katra to the cave
through Adkwari and back can be covered within
10 hours. The other route passes through Chamiara,
which is situated on the Katra-Reasi road at a
distance of 6§ miles from Katra. From Chamiara
there is an ascent of 5} miles to the shrine over
shady slopes of the Pai ravine, on whose ridges are
scattered lovely clusters of fir trees. The whole
distance from Katra to the cave from this route can
be covered within about 4 hours on a vehicle to
Chamiara and on a pony between Chamiara and
the cave. This route is the more convenient of the
two and the infirm and the invalid generally prefer
1t.

Shri Vaishnav Devi is visited by pilgrims all
the year round, but special merit seems to attach to
the pilgrimage during the four months, Assuj,
Katik, Maghar and Poh (September-Octobe: to
December-January). The popular belief is, that the
Goddess made her first appearance at the cave
towards the end of Assuj.

There is no historical record available about
the shrine. It appears that the cave was discovered
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during the time of Raja Kripal Dev, one of the
rulers of a small principality to the north of Jammu.
early in the eighteenth century. It is said that the
Thakkars and the Sinmotra Brahmins of Katra
and the other adjoining villages on either side of the
Trikuta hills sent their cattle to graze on the grassy
slopes and the top-meadows of this hill, leaving them
in charge of their little daughters. The girls carried
the cattle back to their homes in the night and re-
mained out on the hi!ll during the day. Some of
these girls carried their cattle towards the slopes of
the cave. and were fed by a girl sgr coming out
of the cave. who also played with them. On return
to their homes in the night the girls did not ask for
their mieals and even refused eating or drinking
anything that was offered to them by their parents.
who at long last. were informed. that they were fed
by a girl living in a cave on the hill. This created
a curiosity in the parents, who went to the spot to
find a cave with a spring inside and three Pindis
(idols) on a stone. The girl said to be living in the
cave was not, however. visible to them. Thus
started the pilgrimage to the cave, which later on
got further publicity, when the Goddess revealed
herself to a Sahukar of Amritsar in his dream and
told him, that she lived in a cave in the Trikuta
hills. The Sahukar. it is believed. started all the
way on foot from Armitsar to find out the place and.
after years of search. found out the present cave.
Within living memory, two devotees, Pandit Sridhar
of village Hansali and Bawa Jetu of village
Aghar (both these villages lie within a radius of 5
miles from Katra), are said to have been blessed by
4 vision of the Goddess. and no doubt, their saintly
lives and absolute devotion to Her have added to
the renown and sanctity of the shrine.

We come across in the Kathasar Sangrah an
episode to the effect that a daughter by name
Trikuta was born to one Ratnagar Samudra about
the time when Shree Ram Chandra was born to
Raja Dashratha. Trikuta came to teens and
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started penance with the object of marrying
Shree Rama. When Sita was abducted by Ravana
during the exile of Shri Rama and both Shri Rama
and his brother, Laxmana, set out to find her out.
Trikuta came to know about Shri Rama, approach-
ed him and begged of him to accept her hand in
marriage. Shri Rama refused, but when Trikuta
insisted. that she had vowed to marry him and him
alone, Shri Rama promised to marry her on his
return from Lanka, provided she recognised him at
the time of his visit to her house. Shree Rama, on
his return from Lanka, disguised himself as a mendi-
cant, visited Trikuta's home, begged for and got the
alms and returned too, without being recognised by
Trikuta, who subsequently came to know of the
incident to her great disappointment and agony.
Trikuta was, however, advised by Shree Rama to
practise penance in the Kandra (cave) lying to the
north of the river Chandrabagha (Chenab) where
a contingent of black-faced apes was promised to
be sent for her protection, and was told, that he
(Rama) would re-incarnate himself in the house of
one Bishnu Jas Brahmin in Sumbal.
Moradabad, in the United Provinces (now Uttar
Pradesh) and then marry her. She was also told that
the Mawa hills opposite the Trikuta hills facing east
will be his (Shree Rama's) permanent resort. It is
said, that a Jyoti (sacred fire) kept kindled on the
Mawa hills in a Kund (pond), which still exists.
though now without any fire. Black-faced apes aré.
however, common in the Trikuta hills.

village

Some elderly people. who claim to have been
the eye-witnesses of the event, disclosed that in Chet
of the year. 1662 Bikrami, or Ashtami Shukla
Paksh or Navratra, milk and butter had flowed
down for about an hour from the cave instead of
water. The pilgrims had bathed in this milk, soms
of which. when collected in pots, had turned into
water. The butter, which had formed into small
round pills was, however, eaten and tasted as pure

butter.
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“Vaishnavi”’ is one out of the eight Matrikas
discussed in Shree Vidya and other Mantra Shastras.
There is a Pattal Patha ( uz@ urg!)” famz Fsorat
g4l NF AAE WIa:. which seems to have de"scended
by tradition. There is also a passing reference to
Shree Vaishnavi in the seventh Skanda of the Devi
Bhagvat. We also read about ‘Vaishnav’' in the
Shambava Darshan, which synthesises the Shaiva
and Shakta works. “Vaishnav' is one of the eight
Bhuvanas of the Prakriti Tattva of the Pratishtha
Kala, one of the five chief Kalas, which sum up in
themselves groups of Tatavas. Kala means Shakti

representing the power of certain Tattavas or prin-
ciples which, according to the Shaiva Agama, are
36 in number. Prakrit falls within the Atma Tattvas
from Maya to Prithvi.

While the shrine of Shree Vaishnav Devi has
a religious appeal for the devout Hindu. it is not
without attraction for others. The ideal climatic
conditions of the place and its picturesque
surroundings provide an inexhaustible charm for
the lover of natural beauty and the varied soils and
rocks of the whole region present a prolific field for
the investigation of the geologist.

(Continued from page 17)
that the passer-by may, even by a mere glance at

them. be sanctified, obtain the merit of repeating
the prayer and be blessed for it. Churtangs are
constructions of Kutcha bricks raised in honour of
the dead. The ashes of distinguished ancestors are
buried at the base, or are preserved in the upper
portion of the structure. Sometimes a large
Churtang forms the main entrance to the village, the
roadway leading through it. In the Shia viliages
of Baltistan (Skardu), Matam-Sarais (the public
buildings where the battle of Karbala, and the
hardships and loss inflicted in it on the family of
the holy Prophet, are commemorated and moursed)
are found in place of mosques. In Ladakh, every
village of any impertance has its Buddhist monastery
(Gunpa), which stands on the highest available
site and at some distance from the main abadi.
The Lamas (monks) and Chhumos (nuns) reside
there. and these monasteries also contain the usual
appendages of Budhittic worship.

When the Zojila or the Burzil pass is crossed,
the whole aspect of the country changes once more,
in the shape of the houses as in every other aspect.
and the tall wooden houses of Kashmir, with
sloping roofs, give way to the low, dingy houses
of Ladakh. These are built of mud or loose stones,
with frail flat roofs of wooden shingles covered
with mud. Timber for purposes of house-building is
non-existent. The few populars of indifferent growth
and thickness have other uses, can be applied to
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architectural needs only by the exceptionally rizh
or by the State. The common people cover their
houses with brushwood, which is put together in a
thickness just enough to support the thin layer of
carth that is thrown over it. The walls in Ladakh
proper are made of Kutcha bricks of very un-
common proportions—a foot in  breadth, two in
thickness and three in length. Sometimes. instead of
building them of separate bricks, the walls are
counstructed of mud, layer by layer, the mauerial
being supported on either side by wooden planks,
which are removed only when the earth has dned
up. Each house contains a few rooms, and without
exception a verandah. The cattle-shed is generally
built apart from. but in close proxmity to, the
residential quarters. In Baltistan (Skardu) and the
south-western parts of Kargil, pieces of loose sione
form the chief building material. The houses are
very low and small ; entry into them is obtained
through a door in summer, but throuch a hole on
the top of the roof in winter. The snow falling on
the frail roof has to be constantly scraped off, being
thrown down alongside the walls of the houses, and
so blocking up the summer door. It is fortunate,
that in this land of flimsy structures the rainfall is
scanty as otherwise the whole abadi would be razed
to the ground with the first heavy downpour, and
even the strongest houses would not long be habi-
table, owing to the leakage to which the roofs would
become subject.
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A Leaf from My Diary

By

S. L. WALIL, ‘“‘Tirath Kashmiri’’, Srinagar

Facing the city of Srinagar, the Shankarcharya
hill of resplendent glory has on its top a temple
oi superfine beauty ‘‘a gem of first water”’. It was
once called Gopadari and is said to have been built
by Sandiman 2629-2564 B.C. It was later on
repaired by Gopaditya 426-364 B.C. and then by
the great Emperor Laltaditya, conquer of seven
regions—696—776 A.D.

It is dedicated to Shiva—the lord of Bliss—to
whom we offer our prayers every morning to bring
in the era of peace and happiness for the good of the
world. The back of the hill has a small forest and
nearby stands Talai Manzil—private residence of
Maharaja of Kashmir—the Gutab Bhawan Palace.
other buildings and lovely lawns of extreme beauty
By side the Hari-Singh
Boulevard, and Gagribal Nallah, and it overlooks the
famous “Nehru Park’’—which the people generally
There
waters of

and colour. its runs

visit in large numbers in the evening breeze.
is the Dal-Lock Gate which controls
Vitasta from inundating the Dal Lake during floods.
One mile away are Chashmashahi, Hari Parbhat
and Zethyear. On the southern corner of the hill
“Durga’’
It is due to this name that the

lies the famous spring of known as
DURGANAG.
surroundings have from time immemorial been
given its name as ‘Durgayan’ now popularly known
as Durgjan. This region is said to have been sur-
veyed before by some Seismic Engineer, as a
Volcanic one, but there has been no indication of
this kind for the last 5,000 years. No doubt

frequency of earthquakes in the past have made
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Kashmiris seismologically very alert and from past
the construction of buildings has been so designed
that there has been very little loss of life and
property. However, be
lavished on this graceful hill, “‘it is a mountainous
portal that opens sublime to the valley of Biiss.”

whatever praise may

Around the Shankarcharya hill, the wide and
tarred roads leading to different directions, such as
Dal-Lake, Hari Parbat and the Mughal gardens, to
the southern valley, with a market bustling with
life, are now-a-days a spectacular sight. Above the
Durgjan Mound is situated the Government Chest
Diseases Hospital, in which was once lodged the
famous Kashmir Mission Hospital run by Dr. E.
Neve, a name to conjure with,

The shrine at Durganag along with the spring
was desecrated by an iconoclast in 1394-1417 A.D.
and the adjacent land was converted into waste, over-
shrubs, Only a
small fountain of fresh water remained to quench

grown with thorny bushes and

the thirst of passers by, who came to have a glimpse
of that spot, which was once the cradle of love and
life and where Swami Shankarcharya had a sojourn
during his visit to Kashmir.

Swami Shiva Ratnanda Swaraswati of great
repute who was afterwards initiated as Jajat-Guru,
in the last days of the 19th and the beginning of 20th
centuries reclaimed the shrine. repaired the spring
built a temple to Durga, constructed many dharam-
shalas and laid out lands and gardens.
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Swamiji was born in a boat at Sopore near
the bridge where his ‘‘Mother had been to Scer
Village, the Asthapan of Nandkeshwar for a pilgri-
mage. Sopore is a town 30 miles to the northeast
of Srinagar. on the banks of the Vitasta. This town
was built by the great Kashmiri Engineer- -Suyya—
883 A.D.. and was named as Suyyapur after his
name for the great works of irrigation he had done
and embankments he had built.

Swamiji lost his parents when very young. He
was brought up by his relatives, but while stil] in
teens he ran away from Kashmir and joined the
Ashram of the great saint Shri Hari Das at Kangra.
After much penance, he returned to Kashmir and
after visiting the whole valley, finally came to
settle at Durganag and reclaimed and revived is old
glory.  He was also Head of Dashnami Akhara
and led Shri  Amarnathji pilgrimage (Chari

Mubarak).

The almond flowers in the year 1947 had
blossomed, a word went round the immates of
Durga-Nag that an anchoress had predicted a catas-
trophe in Kashmir to fall in the month of October
same year. It was whispered that the rule of Maharaja
would come to an end, the ‘Divine Will'  would
prevail and things will take a new turn. Who
this anchoress was, is still a mystery, but there were
then two women hermits, well-known as the women
of God.

One is Mathura Devi, who is resident of
Verinag village. When very young. this slim and most
beautiful girl was married to a very young boy, who
passed away just after a few months of his marriage.
leaving her a widow. At this tender age, her marital
ties having been snapped. she left family surround-
ings and entered a cave. to be watched by her brother.
with & morsel of food every day. After long
Tuapasya she came to the City and preachad among
vomen God-hood, Bakhti, Patience and Tayaga
(Dissipation). She finally gave up wandering and
(ook shelter at Durga-Nag and is there now in her

eichties. happy. peaceful and care-free.

a1 et 1985

Another great weman was Radha Devi Raina,
the wife of a wealthy pundit with good family con-
nections. She was a  great Devotee of ‘Divine
Mother'. had an Avesh and had transparent mind
Though
living in a family, she was like a flying swallow and

which could cover the whole cosmos.

would sometimes roam in absolutc freedom 1n the
City streets , like a lioness. She never renounced
family, but followed all rules oi Grahastiya. She
was lovad, feared and also respected by all irrespec-
tive of cast and creed.

Other living saints like “'Ghrata Bab'’ the
saint of the Mill (108. Swami Prashadjee) an aaept
of highest order and Swami Nand Lal had also
clearly spoken of the things to come (another leaf of
the Dairy, which may follow).

This ‘word of silence’ circulated at Durganag
was carried among women, as a sacred trust—from
lip to ear and ear to lip. They arranged a Maha
Yagna to propitiate Mother in “"Mahanavmi
Dusshera’ days, when the ball set rolling.

23rd October, 1947 marked the day of doom.
Tribal raiders from Pakistan attacked Muzalffarabad
and sacked it. Some Maharsja’s
platnoon who had fought in the Middle Easi as

sepoys  of

brothers from one mother, fell upon their comrades
and treacherously killed them. This turned the tide.
Who would now check the raiders. Had the Platoon
been able to resist the raiders with treachery in
their ranks, it would have been impossible for the
raiders, inspite of their large numbers. to march
forward on the J. V. Road. The mischief had been
done and they were masters of the situation. The
town was in smoke and fire. Property was looted.
Women raped—even pregnant ones were molested.
Master Abdul Aziz alongwith large number of per-
sons (Nationalists) from the other caste were cruelly
butchered. The raiders marched on and Uri was
captured. Mohara Power Station was cndangered.
General Rajinder Singh, Chief of the Stafl. with a
smal! band of sepoys marched to resist them. This
Dogra

General of immortal glory and his  brave



soldiers acted wonderfully, They stopped the
tidal wave of raiders and gave them constant
resistance between Nambla and Mohara 52 miles
away from Srinagar.

The city was enfete with marriages and cele-
brations of Dussehra festival. The Maharaja
had this day comz to pay his respects to
Shri Ghadhadharjee temple at Rajgarh in a guard
procession. scated in a walnut gilded carriage
drawn by six horses. preceded and followed in a
grand procession by the brilliant Dogra cavalry In
the afternoon, Dusshera was celebrated. Effigies
were burnt. Guns boomed, but all round. the
atmosphere had begun to assume gloom and
sullenness. Policemen. sentries, and the Army. to the
dismay of all, were conspicuous by their absence.
The urchins with twigs in their hands controlied
the traffic. What had happened in no moment,
people asked ? The ceremony was over and the
mobs were pushing on towards Maisuma Bazar—
now Budshah Chowk. About 25.000 people had
gathered. The situation was becoming tense.
Sheikh Mohd. Abdullah was addressing. ‘Pakistan
has to be fought out and defeated. We cannot
tolerate even a shodow of tribals. We will die and
resist the aggression. Our blood will mingle in
glory. Blood of Hindus, Muslims and Sikhs. We
will defend our holy-land, 10,000 volunteers will be
assembled. Our troops are mopping up the enemy.
God 1s our guide to protect you and myself. All
should go to their homes. self assertive and happy’'.
Long Live Kashmir--Jai Hird'. (Friday—this was
in nut-shell what he spoke).

The Durbar was held during the night. Therz
was illumination, Guns boomed and all went on
well, when suddenly the e'ectric current went off.
Mohra was captured. Next day Saturday—the
General with his few dozens of sepoys was resisting
the hoards of tribesmen. But there was no relief,
no ammunition and no food. Excitement increaszsd
and the Maharaja along with his court relations
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and clan left at night for his winter capital.
Sunday saw the whole administration collapsed-—
a scene, seeing which the stars shuddered. All was
darkness and despair. Shri G. M. Sadiq and
Shri D. P. Dhar, arranged local defence. voluntezrs
and good-will groups. Shri G. M. Bakshi and
Shri S. L. Saraf watched the local administration.
There was no Police protection and administration.
The Nwtional Conference workers paraded the
streets, people joined them. There were slogans
of Itihad and ‘beware the enemy we are ready.
The only way out was help from India against
ageressive raiders from Pakistan. This could only
be achieved through integration. The Instrument
of Accession was signed by the Maharaja and the
Sheikh on behalf of the people. The first Bata'lion
consisting of 330 men was flown on Tuesday,
October 28, 1947, to block this major invasion.
Then followed brave sons of India to decfend
Kashmir.

This was the first succour received from Delhi
against the barbarians who had no soul and who
even killed Roman Catholic Nuns of the Convent
at Baramulla and who tortured to death the
great son of Kashmir ‘Shri Mohammad Magbul
Sherwani’—the immortal hero.

So it was : The word of silence which was
conveyed from lip to ear and ear to lip. had
shown its effect. Kashmir was saved. The Divine
Mothar came to stay. The truth triumphed and
the will of God was fulfilled.

Shankarcharya hill at whose feet lay prostrate,
the city built by Paversena—smiles. Now is our
day. Wse must, therefore, muster strong, sons and
daughters of Motherland, and array against all dis-
ruptive forces with righteousness and strong will.
That is the worship of Divine Mother Durga—the
creator and destructor of mankind.

Understand and be happy.
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The Role of Horoscope in our Matrimonial Alliances

INDER KISHAN WALI-—Kanpur

The horoscope plays a significant part in a
number of our matrimonial alliances. Being ai
old student of Astrology, believing in its ultimate
truth in the rational way, let me state that the
movement of the sun and the planets in space having
naturally undergone changes, more or less, by lapse
of time, certain astronomical errors have crept in.
The result is that one can not always be sure of the
exact position occupied in heavens by one or more
of them at a given moment, and hence of the
absolute correctness of one’s predictions. Time on
which the horoscope is cast and which is based on
the Sun’s movement is thus the pr‘incipai factor
needing the attention of a World Body for its recti-
fication. In India Raja Vikramaditta is said to
have got time rectiied more than two thousand
years ago. Presently the poor astrologer charged
with the duty of
to take for granted the correctness of the data
supplied to him. including the Ishta (moment of
birth) which is almost invariably incorrect, being
based on the watch which gives the standard time as
distinguished from the sundial time required for
casting the birth chart. There is, of course, the
method of converting one into the other but it can
not but be a poor substitute for a perfect sundial ;
particularly because the various fcrmulae worked

tallying the horoscopes has

out centuries back cannot now after ages be correctly
applicable without a change.

Shri S. Basu, Director-General of Observatories,
says in the preface to the first edition of Rashtriya
Panchang published in 1957 on behalf of the
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Government of India : —

““The panchang makers depend for their calcu-
lations on the principles laid down in the
Surya-Siddhanta (400 A. D. which does not
incorporate the corrections introduced into
the formulae based on the latest accurate
astronomical observations made by means of
the most modern instruments. The formulae
used by the indigenous astronomers are not
only inaccurate but also inadequate......... "

The absence of any immediate, or widespread
catastrophe during the period February 3 to
February 5, 1962 when an extremely dangecous
combination of eight planets in one sign (Makra)
was reported by world astrologers is also in point
here.

Let now the business of tallying ‘maqls’ be
either deferred till the removal of the above errors
and a host of divergencies in astrological views, and
more reliance placed in the meantime on Karam
patra rather than Janam Patra, or, to make the best
of the present situation, be resorted to preferably
where there is the well-nigh certainty about the
exact moment of birth (i.e. the moment when the
child takes the first complete breath, marked often
by a cry) based on sundial time in the case of both
the boy and the gir]l and when the examiner claims
to be well-versed in balancing the pros and cons of
planetary influences by a national interpretation of
the various Sanskiit shalokas bearing on predictive
astrology.
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The Glacier at Chandanwari

KAMAL RAINA,
Class VII

I had read about glaciers in geography and
science books but had not seen natural snow or ice.
I was born and brought up at Calcutta, and knew
only machine manufactured artificial ice.

[ was. therefore, delighted when my daddy
planned a trip to Chandanwari. Wz had gone to
Kashmir many times but had spent our holidays in
the valley and had not seen the patural ice. This
time a holiday trip to Pahalgam was planned.

Pahalgam is 60 miles from Srinagar, the capital
of Kashmir.-It-1s about 7,000 feet high from
sea-level and has a cool climate in summer. It is
covered with snowy peaks. Streams of icy-cold

water pass through the town.

I was very eager to see and touch the natural
snow and was therefore impatient to visit the glacie
at nearby Chandanwari. Therefore. after a stay of
two or three days at Pahalgam, we went to see
Chandanwari 10 miles eway from
Pahalgam. on way to Amarnath. The height of
Chandanwari is nine thousand five hundred feet.
We covered the distance on horse-back.

which is

Even before we entered the small camping
ground ot Chandanwari we saw nearby a huge
This was the
great glacier we had come to sec. We left the

white hi!l; shining in the sunlight.
horses in the camping ground and my e'der brother
and I ran towards the huge glacier. Though it was
sunny, 1 cold wind blew from the side of the glacier.
A small hilly stream separates the camping ground
from the ice-hill. A part of the ice has gathered
over the years forming a bridge on the stream. We
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crossed the ice-bridge and started climbing the
glacier. We slipped, fell down and again got up
to climb higher and higher. 1 was at first afraid of
the huge mountain of ice but my brother and daddy
encouragad me.

We ciimbed about half the glacier and from
there had a look at the valley below which looked
so beautiful.

The upper layers of the glacier were soft. The
inner layers were hard because the ice below has
been there for many years. When climbing the
glacier 1 realised how very difficult it must have
been for Tenzing and Hillary who reached the top of
the great Mount Everest.

While on the glacier, we tasted a little bit of
fresh sonw. It was so cold, but it gave a thrill. A
few visitors who also were climbing and slipping.
also tasted the fresh snow for the first time. We
could not at that time imagine the heat of Calcutta.
How far away we were from that heat and
humidity.

We saw an interesting sight at the foot of the
glacier. A Kashmiri belonging to the
tribe of “Guijars”’ was preparing hot tea for the

nomadic
visitors with the help of big logs of wood. 1 won-
dered how this fire was burning on ice. 1 was told
that it was a special wood which could burn even
when it was wet.  We also had a cup of tea each,
standing on the frozen ice.

In the present heat of Calcutta I wish to go
back to that glacier again and again.
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EXTRACT FROM

SHRI JAWAHARLAL NEHRU'S MESSAGE
TO THE ‘VITASTA’, 1962

For any attempt to encourage
literary and cultural activities, you have
my good wishes......... Kashmir undoubted-
ly has something to give to India in the
way of culture and literature. While
this should be encouraged, | hope that
any narrowness of approach will not take
place. Our principal aim must be to
develop a common culture all over India
which will include the separate states’
cultures and will thus help in the process

of integration.
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ﬁ FARATIRI AT WY FE199,
qT FAGS 2 AT 4 AgIska  wAfor

—fran
d
Y IR, 919&Y
HI‘ qEIEH HUES
HAGT A1 FtS
SR AT SiS
fa
d
FIHIT AAT, FAFKAT K1 ATIAH TFHT 45 Q02
IH &1 AR i il

fasa s IaEw
JUAT I ¢ R ¢ GEQIES
afs q@ar ¢ 3 ¢ do farar e ‘A Y, ANamw
FIEAIT AT £ FIEFR FH E : ¥ ¢ WA a1, ‘DG FEA”, N
TR F1 ARG 2 9 FAFO B, FEAS
garg aft #wsitfr ¢ & : OmAm FY®, FEFAT
o fwardY #Y srensar @ ¢ ¢ sfea giga o, Fesn
At wg (fad wg ) @ 2 ¢ o FAFTE GIF, =N
giga ¢ 2% ¢ {55 Fow qvan, sewarn
agiFfa quATaeE : R0 @ IO FYA &, SRR AgH (D)
gafas 7 (TFiFT) : 2 @ ARV TS
R N3 ¢ X - AamfEaYy g7, M. A, B. Ed., sfFne
2 afsa Agw ¢ ¥ : 919 Fiw, FEHAT



HYA! 914

A1 g4 a1 guFwAE] ¥ a9 ga ‘faacar’ £1 gar aifvw siF aw F wrqE geqa
F § | FAN arfer ¥ gaq wra # gt § faet 93 @1 faaea =9 g1 6 o7 oF g @
fay 3ar &, gwidt faedt afe &1 &9 F@I 1 398 7 ¥a@ gw 997 ggAA AFgaEEE ®
fa=13t & swana 213 &, 9% 98 gn a3 oF gl & faFe o H o ggEar a2

“fagear” g oA sda, 2a, awifas qar eifas wEwEt & aofifaa s
6% gR1 gH JA-HA1 A7 3T g K1 Ggandl awit gaw #1 fawdt Z,  f9eSid gm qeaw
AT H1 A0 KT AT A9 91 fFar 1 IRy gaon Ngon F qa & fAwEr g wmaziar &
&Y gza A, Afes & 9Lz § 1 g/ oA quaeadt dRandY yfw arad & faad 0 ama-E

9F2 gC % |

ag A% g4 afagd grar 2 % gar aifas siv o fea-afafes s wior seafa &
999 G At AT § 1 gAfT FIND Wiar F @ A § 72 92 w3F a0’ sy 9feg
gidt g, auife e 3Et #Y gear agdt &Y S 21 a9 F5 a6f F1 5941 59 a¥ 39 R
gfg g &1 ¥ sten € zad s g fav-faq seafa @t @ 72 2aR gegE w0
Frarawe afeaq FA Eam gg it aF ¥ ol gu @ & a3 § o gm siodt semewst B
w

o=q # g0 37 a1 agza das! aar sfeawet & afa s § 917 g S
74 &7 39 # ggEar &1 g |



gifq MAH

go farat #t® ‘\EET AL AN

o frg #)m arafas #cqd g5

arfers gaar sEr—
® =_J21, ad Mgar @7 2%9q 69

afaa srFar

(afafs wmamifafag 091 g aerma a9,
faara & a sarfaz sfwfag sg mfaama a9,
WA famagean TRTART Ed TRT A9,
oA, GeAARA, AEATT a9 FAT H,
TS g9 qELEA, SFA TS A

QAT JT AT Ha)
g g9 % aq a&gs, Aifa,02 qeF aes a3 1 —
g q7 wF,% FAE a1 %R AGAET 79 2

X X X
FvqF @ 94 g9d a'F snfama £ gaa
1E FEAA A9 a9 2 4’7 g A f&@aa
ar, fana &' w1a aaafsa agra
ara 7'faerfaa sgEEa aa,
qa1EFa ad AFFF TH
AAIAFT, ATEAFFT T4 |

X % X

fg = aa siifem fesaa-as QF@
fafaq a gsanza 49,

afaa qfawa =2t agq 79 F712

HI9% @A § 7 AT A |

ad\ fra g@ amAr el & aF A9 FiFaa,
€9 B4 49T A1 § FEa™ MFA g1,
g aa fazaq aq “dfz”,
g g faw gav-srr—
“fasig agq aSa ar azFAY A amar a” )
X x X

fg 9z safa sy A, fam fa Zma-m st amat
QT A NFARY A1 9999 @ 5F gEAT—
agsa7 gz famig® @8 #3w WA 7 gg-9ET,
qH% g9 F7EA1 WIEa agg F7 9fa e,

g tmin Faz gft 37 av'fia

=T F1'7 4'F arfag

x X X

qGadT AFAIEF A 4G F4F TINZ F,
fearat sz, arfia, v g ams
g, ©a3, g,

g me s, aifaa’g, =, ar as,
fafa #v7 a'qu'fay,

fawa @)z 5 au Faaaw

7 78 graa A ga orfe

gai qg g @z’ =T 99
(7)1, g@ @2 qfeF )

gaw 9z+ = faa qw=

agz & g-aifa wena fas

ggamd fofu & w3t war &7 Fft

1. 98 .8, 9.7 (3, =01)

' Sy 9'9, T (3%, 99))
U sy ary, ars (fez+y, a®)
q. 54 §., 9.9 (a1, FTA)

- 98 §.@, 3-9 (74, DaR)

q) |¥ a)g, 9)a, g,z (a=1, 941, 719)



BIEHT AT &1 ISTaEE Tol 2
(ATt FEAT FT TF T53)
[ samee a9, ‘dtel sEad,” star |

HATT % qg% WAFC AgIAE ¥ eI Amt st rfaal &
9@-79F eI g | AT F I A 97 19 F AW F
Hz1T F1 ga A ATgAt ¥ @a9q fFar | w4 £ qarkEAl 2
ARATEY F1 #1d AT FrAfee a7 1@r 91 | g K arfegan
F greqadt A7 fAR@aars 7 gea ¥ Jz@s 53 07 3 g0-
fowa & Y A9 FAFA gO ATH F FX AT fgeRearT & qo
fpar a1 5 @z1€ & awear T4 §H qaar w1 @rad 7 fZEd-
Z1% gATaT AT, &4 &0 5 fgedwaa & faarfgay A g,
wRT, AT qar Aen afgar & st AT F Age e
Faw @R Gare F AN agIgd F FTATET ¥ aved §
ZTST 47 |

FTad1eH TS N GIATSART CH 07 | AU qATfag
TsmE 92 farsATA a1 | Ua91s #1 G6E-265 § ag fedr g2
aF AqeaTE FraToE: AAEy, argst H FRd A1 AT AR
gYgad FTAT AT | AIFG H GATR 7 g Y qHR UAT-AgT-
s # famr 2t & 7 gg Gwg FT hAA 9 74T §, 96
gt atg ag & TF g7 wsiraAt s wgrast @ LECEL ]
e AT S8 ATy w1 | wAsaca & &% fafew eqara
3 # Wiz 4, zdtfen gT aa F1 qFTAT A1 =T FAT F
781 § g7 AT T AGIUST FT a1 81 | 37 | F§ 9ga
R 2, 3fFT gL 0F A OF &1 o181 A giFwAT 1w adl |

qaTeTaT gaTT fag #1 gHAT AW WY A7 GGATT FT AZ
uF aagar § ST Iova N agT #@T g 1| 98¢ S0 & faa
F | AT A faaear A4Y 97 UG AW AT TATAT S Afay
3 A% qIAA ga 7 F7 gea< 912 feqq § 1 g8 A1E & haw
F1 0 @17 o foafen § 1 ATAT 9T FEATT & A9 R F
F101 & T qgew F FE A ¥IF AR W gfafaga agmd
a1d @¢ faqear & 44 4, @A ¥ Faw a8 e’
@ 9@ 9713 9, FO1 A1 07 F@ T A FA FA g W
So1d 4 | g8 sig T F fEAT & 3 araa’ €7 Jo7 W0ar a9r

AY SAATATA SO FT AT aF ggf faaarm £ F 1 ageaaTT W92
®1 QAT o2 oF Frar a7 faad on-fadd 9@ faed 8, s &
SATT FY AFTAUAT 18T FY qAT § &G S07 4 1| g9 quT agl
1A 15 @2 § | FLACFIG 57 A1GAT F GG AT Ao
famra grar ar 1 7 & &€ ad gy, atm, R, s,
zearfa | §7 999 AGIUSAT H1 A A GTA-979 H @ fqFAT
ar | “gi sdt 7 wefedy, <n et 4y’ & sgrad o<z
qrg A= & faq AT 4 e famesra faard s shas grar
# ae 98 @Y q 1 F1E-RE 577 qA o wrar ar) 2 aak
FAGTA A1ATa0 H Aigdr a3 faazard fHarR A e wa-
HYgAY ATATAION IeI FIAT AT | FTGLY FY ATAIH, T FT G497,
AZY FT FHFATU A A1 AT ATARN—BAT AT7790 39 g
a1 # 37 qua F fod A1AT A 95941 F7 €50 Aq@ra
a7 | AGIITAT Y AT FT T q& FTLA @AT AT T AGS
f1fzat & faazar 1 AT FF FT qGF AT AT | HT gE MT
ngasr difgat ez AgT, agl AgTUSTH awane gra meat
F FF-ST A ATET TS JQF AT q4T sifge § gz fGar
2\ agl &9 dma F qAg “qfET wEr” @ ¥ GEET 2
FIFYA, ATETET & fa7 @R fHe ota &7 a1 7 98717 WY
TFET FT GFAL@T FT FATA g1, TG 1T FT 1% AT 9297
q |ATAT AT 977 ( M ), AT HY grav, & A qrfay,
arad feaq usmgest $Y amE, @gAt #1 Afeai, wwa #@ie
#1ad, aAlg “ja f1w’ a3 A fqasar &1 Faw, aF qrg
feaq adaTeT H1T 12 AfaT ¥ g &Y ATATH, TU F -
sifeq wfeae &1 z3a, oazs &1 @ifzaf, gac-saad 7 a7
faF1? st M go arfaswt & A9 Ma, 7 =3 arer 29 97|
HETUST & 918 gL FIE AT THAT 4T 1 g9 A1 H¥) w9
19 § 7T 3T FT IART [AT A1fz &7 qArsn 2@ s F
59 agt #% 39 Fware fwa-fa= o9 e s ad a @
1@ qgar 471 6 AgrusT w7 w7 gaA1 g5gF Agl ar faaAr
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ag @it & fawd &7, 39ifF A & &4 warat § & a1 9
& A1 AFTUAT T A & gATa1 { afefaa wgar ar .

AETUAT G2 F7 FT A12WI, O A@HS F71 qagr fqv gz
g7 20, A% H23 FT FAT UgA, AT AL FeET W, TR
qITAT 9gA, AN qfa, W14 q¢ weaq &7 faww, ag g4 A
‘-1 92’ #Y atfear, dar feend 2ar ar i ag =M &
qg ARTUAT AT | 2@ & ArAw amy Aw A o1, &y ada 4,
A1a F graq @ifaq & AT qEdt 9F | gD AFD wqray
91 | giz-g1e wgfesit fedt gz a5 Saraare 1 g2.a32 o(w%-
gdt & AN, T, a1 AW AAS 997 Ffawd fou 9 1 gqF
fou fzq €2 ot @ AT 91, A AfaFwa ag 9T F qrE)
@ 1 a7 1t F uFrfasre & o7 wsa & arfa oA, feeg am-
ot &1 anfea Al e saar #r AT aar g Ad | g wg
FIR, A9, qeah, oFaTa $g 7 §7 FT9 & arq SO @ar
a1 | aEHT &7 g § qErw an 1 4 feR arfasy, gwrmaa
#1e gax qat & St Y sarfas qar gaw st o)

wfaat ¥ fem g | oF gIEwTS WG gw q@ad A,
FTATL 5+ F A0 AT T 4T, FAF AN DATIAE FT
weAY & faat £ v o9 1 gw A @7 5 agea am & .z
qz fexai# Mz =M § AT 377 Fg a=% a971 &7 1 4 1 38
fexat wage &Y 1 I THIT FT F§ @ § —

“gravrs grar away a1a, sAggfa afa sua & war”
AATq—‘|FTTAT G2, AT 13T FU, A 7@ AT &
HIa7E FA g 1

Fg A0t § OF A g1 ATST AGIgT FATA, ST I FI AT
a7 31T G737 79 qgA AT, AT ¥ ITT FT H7AT AR I feAay
¥ Fz4 AT, 9IS AT A FG ATAAT §, TIIUA F1 AT
ag) ' A 997 oF J9 ¥ |fd F 59 S i atz @1y
fexat w193 a2t F 1A 1 F oF a7 F Q1A AFT Az w47 |
IEET A7 AT qF “Aaem M@E Fg@A A1 g 0F 9IS
gas a1 | faraaw gt g F UG 4GS FTIR 9
a4 | Ag AT AT ST H9A F1 A9 sarar ) 5 35 e
g1 a1, faad 33 A faer @larar) sad WA qEr &
fexay &1 g a4t oY 1 qg g faa & & awed q & A7 mar
qr | AR g7, "I F AFIS 937 F7 97 ST § | ASATLY aqAqv
gza1<t & AT AATH zav foar § 1 waq 2z @ F A7 A
ALY AT ENIT 1 AT AIETC ] AT AG (=29 AY) A7 AR
@ (37 J%) 7gE #1 a7 fafema A 1

drarad F qgr—“feaat Far sgdr of 77 H A wgr—

8

)

“qg AT & FATT HAT oAF e ogwowm &1

@iarun A feT qgr—"“‘g=g1 ag WA 97 FJWE Us
aaY 7 BF w37 F AZIOAT qgg A T AT F ag @
q1a FY A1AGT 8, A FF w0F WY At

AT | Fgr— M7 589y A% y@ faz gy 7 AR
gaz frar—agt "’ f6e 8 7 292 sg1 & gweA 9w @
917 AT g AG qwE FT a=19Eq HAT 8 gART qA47T ‘qE-
Ffz" #33 7, wifs g A1 Az wgfix # ox sAr g
fewz & g9 FaT & Mt Mg gaAr @ § fF S 918 a¢
werafraat #Y ag 22 997 § | A ¥ wgr—gawr @
goTw & V" B wgr 5 vear @iz Sw g, ag w19 @y as
HEAT 987 O 36T g8 AT 9T 394 F fou darz T 21
ag g1od g Wdar g% F 7@ ¥ 9zA1q wEGUAT #1 dArd
I, AIgHY greTd @ud g 1@ @ fFam S am S amr
§ geeT AT ¢ g% | TAY U@ F7 wqq fAer fr e
FIATT G2 ATAFTT FA7AT | AATOT 7 FF2 & AW A F
FY uF a7 ¥z qar @ AT A g & A9, 939 & 59 O,
garq fag s &1 afafa, ag 5@ « Aar ar & aF @
Afa®:  FI@1 91 |

75 At & qarq JesTEAt F7 HOT 4 Szl gEe
q&7 HT gL TS @VHATAN ( UATIAT) FT < Wiega I A@7T
AN szw wiw & goaar (F1901) & |amar a7 8 1 ag afax
1A 1A & 912g H1@ g § | 9% N Yy 8 979 &7 gLr
21 7gt ox woig, ofax @i awestd agaget @, fgsr
qIFY GRT-GA9 9T LT gISaT § | EH1 FUE F AW 0F ger
AT &7 AfeEz § @1 garT fag § aqtd qqETaT ar e
F% qgT AMMSIT AR faars adarad aq g€ &, faa oo &€
@T| ®97 @< gu § #1¢ g8 arfagy &7 aga gfar g 2
SSSToEHY FY AT T g7 & ATAT 1A &, 967 HA1Y #, ATt
grat & s @ Y arafgd ardAr & gardt av-ardr gfmfer
R E v ot F N & g J=F §F & snfa ggr QoA
FT a8 99Z 2@ 93aT § (% sv@t &7 wow g ardht &1 zq
TS AFIAAT A1gq Y Sorezdt F agt end 41 g arN
AT qivy, 1at A7 92w agt Ad g@ 4 | araf #Y qfFar o
Arer” @, (@) & quaT A F Aat FHAr o2 e
ge a1 AgIUST argE Aol “arwArd”, o @x awmd g€
qTA A1, F§ AT 77 | OF JSAT ATFAF FEF AT A @ T TR
FY AT GIgF 90 TFT I fqa1 & NG wgf anfaamy
A FRI 4ATAT AT 47, 45 Ad | ATAY G @Al A9 3F 2@



((

W@ F\ a7 gETAAT quq 47 | gd w1 At e faAre &
qeit® aet 9 @@ @At | }E 0T 7 @ 91, FE HT A58
aq a1 1 Fra FIET afar, gt gt 3, afwat F =[gag s,
qedy FY a3, 9 gt ®Y arars A arfEat 7 Ay ak
$9 30 0F F197 AEAT FAEA FT AT A GATAR ST R
| a7 7@ A1 | "AFTaEAT avgd ® oF yarfga (71%e) ard
i Tgr a1 A1 g0 o wewe @t NN §g qaifgg el

43 91 B oY uF quh @ET A9t | 9grar & qfisq arerae o

sarfadt & Fg a1a F&1 1 qg FERA A w19 F 977 w7
g9 & g7 a7 fF AFEAIG OF ATT A1AT | AT GO O AEH
T ZAT AT | ATE G FY avg @1, g4 A oF e faner
qr, W17 @ T A T AW A q@ JEr anghy 4
IaFY | 38 ATMATA & a1 ATAT A FHHIA FAT—"'A7 7ET-
757 | AT 757 A5z @RI 1 7' WETIST A1gd { | FHIC I31E
T @rg A A AT & wEy— FAT A & AT 7 AT
3 Far—qa faary & Haar aftf? g, oWl 9T geaTa
afaF1e 2 1 39 afawe F 1w ¥ gu AsAar F foq =r@w
I R FARS E & wgr—any, arfa w4, @ fH
ga1=H1 & Fg7 F a1 B gra & &9 9979 | X A ITHT
$g ‘vzdz’ w7d A1g @ A fFA A A 37 ®IGT ®Y BT |
B z¢ F f2a7 e fin AGIAAT 1A T AT FIHIT F7
FET— GFEIET TAT A% A grit,”! e 354 fafag =7 & Az
aTAT areEd far ) 7 A 3@ @F & GgAAT 6 ag aEeq am
§ 797 197 ZAT ATTS AT “Gﬁiﬂ aa’ g f gea 28T A
zaq) zit & fw9z maT ) ag @ AT Ag Afa & aar
fqwzr &1 A za1FT Iq3 WE a8t ¥ 953 fear) @A A
qfasg AR ATAT, T ARIOST A8 A amar &1 fE a1y
g g3 | afHa A AT ATAAT KV WITUSAT TR ﬁ
FaT—" wa=T 21 g1 & 1 afied At A9 F1@ FY 99 7 gREr
g% FA 7 4147 HTH AT SA@ATL”

T w1 #A g @iar #1 ag A a1 9z ash an, agi
a1 Faf 1A 417 TP ATSH | IAA W 37 X (I AFTH )
faar & @At B FHLST a1 & faq wgraar arga ¥ g
famT 91 | AZITIAT GIZA FY AR A & ST FT qaH :ﬁ a1
AT | G371 Al @ arfemarfsar sg @dr v
qq quTel § ag |art !

1 & dtarad @19 A0 AT avE HE F el e,
“méﬁgq aqtgau A 94 P @ A A A9 7 F, “ger
yarar @ V' WA aread @Y B oF marg & anar gar aare

%

)

a1y FATHT TFT ATF FIWIN Ao @FAT g | TR daroa ¥
FEI—"GH ATSY F1Y gy, A AIF FWAN Fq ST wgf
@R g 77 Fg 54 o7 AN FEA SM—gAr | AT F g
TEq FY THE FEAT | A1 13 &1 J70 8 | § qgais q@amEr
FT @T A1@T ¢ | A AT A e D wid F1 FF g7 9@d
AR qEA § wA A @A f gAIgEd 9 & gwaFw e
gar aq gak fou ag at s €11 FguE), wEN, WE,
zq awg ¥ gz Ak fo o fF A we aue awedt &)
SATATA FT | AT ATfHIT 0F dgNBAT grg@ MAVAAST
¥4 a3 gz Ao & 9| I9F g9 g ERT 9N1g AT @
91 393 A FgT f7 Mot F N age FU 1 I@ gRA gW
TedAT® 9gIY F I A A F | A dgM@IT 4187 F F@r
& Mot & qra o AdY & < frad qra W9z § ag gan
WITET 8 | 39 aig &1 99 agHiea & few M& yawa
a1 | a1 W% arfeat X1 AR aga IM A war fAwe #
uF 21 1T a7¢ I9H faz 9r 3 qrer ) Sy g7 fax af 0w
fae & @ agd @, #4ifs X Y & wa@ (F19) B g9
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