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of high self-sacrifice, deep cowmpassion and utter
repunciation and the success of the missionary
endeavour which flows from such a lofty ideal is
determined by the number of people who ate in-
fluenced for good and transformed into beings
who radiate peace, love and good will to the four
corners of the world and being blessed in them-
selves are a blessing to the earth. Kashmir's
golden epoch extending from about the beginnings
of the Christian era was abundantly rich in men
who, judged by the aforesaid standard, assume a
stature that in its lofty grandeur stands unsurpass-
ed elsewhere in the world, This galaxy of spiritual
giants carried the torch lighted by Lord Buddha
to dispel the darkness of the world, to distant
countries among which China stands out cons-
picuously. These men who had drunk deep at
the perennial fount of the Lord’s teaching of utter
renunciation and infinite compassion all came of
affluent families—some even nad royal blood in
their veins—and goaded by an irresistible urge ins-

pired by that teaching to illumine the path of -

benighted fellow-men, they voluntarily renounced
the sweet comforts and amenities of prosperous
homes for a life of privation and travail beset with
grave peril to life and limb and exposed to innu-
merable dangers and difficulties. What inconceiv-
able spiritual energy, what dauntless courage to
fulfil a sacred mission at any cost—it must have been
that made these men of colossal stature wend their
lone way on foot from Kashmir to distant China
over high mountains and ice-bound glaciers over
vast deserts and wildernesses across impetuous
torrents and raging rivers, with no material gain
to act as an allurement, with no political aim to
taint their mission of mercy, with no equipment
save scriptual texts carried on their backs, their
profound wisdom and fathomless loving-kindness
their only weapons for the spiritual conquest of
foreign lands and for winning over human hearts
to the path of enlightenment. Let us transport
ourselves in imagination to that period in the
world’s history—a space of about two thousand
years in time—and we can ecasily assess the
enormus dimensions of the colossal task which
these men of superhuman spiritnal calibre imposed
on themselves and carried out with signal success.
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A brief narration of the achievements of some of
them ( the list is only representative and not exhaus-
tive ) would perhaps facilitate 2 comprehension of
what has been said above and this will accordingly

follow.

Sanghabhuti

He was one of the first Kashmirian scholars
who undertook the long arduous journey 10 China
to disseminate the teachings of Lord Buddha in
that country. It was in 381 A. D. that he arrived
at the northern capital of China where he was re-
ceived with honour by Chinese Buddhist scholars.
He translated a number of Sanskrit scriptural texis
into Chinese among which a comprehensive com-
mentary on the Vinaya pitaka of the sarvastivada

school stands out prominently.

Gautama Sanghadeva

This erudite scholar arrived in north China in

His special branch of study was the Abhi-

384. ;
1 and metaphysical

dharma, Buddhist psychologica
literature. Taking enormous pains to learn the
Chinese language, he mestered it sufﬁcianFly to be
able to revise the earlier tra_nslat_mns of certain
Ganskrit texts and 10 give expos.itlgns of them. to
those anxious 1o understand their inner meaning.
About seven Yyears later Sanghadeva moved to
South China. There he first stayed at Lushan
where a Buddhist institution had been founded by
a Chinese scholar. At Lushan Sanghadeva trans-
lated a few Sanskrit texts. In 397 he moved Lo
Nanking and here he created a tremendous impre-
ssion, so much so that one of the leading officials
of the state built a monastery in his honour. Here
also he took up and completed the translation of
a number of Buddhist texts.

Punyairata

About this scholar we only know that he
came to China about the beginning of the fifth
century, He is said to have met Kumarajiva—a
profound scholar to whom we shall refer later—in
China and collaborated with him in the work of
the translation of Sanskrit texts into Chinese.
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Dharmayashao

 This much-travelled scholar was a disciple ot
Punyatrata with whom he had come in contact at
a very early stage. Having mastered Buddhist
philosophy and acquired a profound knowledge of
Buddhist sacred literature under his teacher’s
guidance, he left Kashmir at the age of thirty and
travelled extensively in the different countries of
{LCentral Asia. Eventually he came to North China
and stayed there from about 397 to 424. He
travelled to South China from the north and there
-also carried on his missionary work for a few years,
Like other Kashmirian missionary before him, he
also translated a number of Sanskrit works into
‘Chinese.

Buddhavashas

He was born in a Brahmanical family. An
interesting story is told about his conversion to
Buddhism. His father, a staunch Brahmin, once
assaulted a Buddhist monk and almost, it would
seem, as a consequence of this act, had a stroke of
paralysis of the hands. The father, now deeply
penitent, begged for forgiveness of the monk,
invited and honoured him and finally made over
his son, Yashas to him. The boy was only their-
teen years old at that time and joined the order ot
monks at that very early age. He studied under
his master’s guidance for about fourteen years and
then left Kashmir for missionary work in foreign
countries. The first country he visited during his
travels was Kashgar. The king of this country
was so impressed with his manner and appearance
that he. desiring Yashas to continue his stay in
his capital, gave him living quarters in his own
palace. Here he met Kumarjiva (referred 1o
earlier) who was on his way to Kuchi ( madern
Kuchar) and from here was taken to their coun-
tries by the Chinese who had invaded Kuchi and
subdued it. Yashas stayed in Kashgar for ten
‘years more and then moved on to Kuchi. Here he
passed about a year and then joinned Kumarajiva
in China. He also, of course, translated a number
of sacred works into Chinese. On a number of

occasions the Emperor of China offered him volu-
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able presents but he resolutely refused to accept
them because, as a Buddhist monk, he was under
a vow not to receive any such presents.

Vimalaksha

This missionary monk first visited Kuchi
where he collaborated with Kumarajiva and on
the latter’s being taken away to China joined him
there. He stayed in North China with Kumarajiva
for about seven years ( 406-413 ) assisting the latter
in his great work. True to tradition of Kashmerian
monks, he translated a number of Sanskrit works
into Chinese and expounded the translations made
by Kumarajiva to Chinese scholarly audiences. On
Kumarajiva’s death he moved to South China
where he passed the rest of his life propagating
the Buddha Dharma.

Buddhajiva

He was probably the first Kashmerian monk
to travel to China by the sea route. He arrived in
Nanking in 423. He translated a number of
Sanskrit works brought to China by Fa Hien who.
during his prolonged travels in India, had collected
a large assortment of Sanskrit manuscripts for
introduction to his country. He appears to have
lived in China to the end of his days.

Gunavarman

A scion of the royal house of Kashmir, he
entered the monastic order at an early age and
after a deep study of Buddhist sacred literature
carried on for a number of years he attained
a position of the highest distinction among
Buddhist scholars. When thirty years old, he was
offered the vacant throne of Kashmir, but he
spurned the offer and repaired to a forest retreat
for undisturbed meditation and self-communion.
At the end of this period of spiritual preparation,
he left his native land for Ceylon where he was
accorded a cordial welcome by the entire popula-
fion which had already embaced Buddism several
centuries before. Delivering discourses on the
teaching of the Blessed one for some time in the
island, he moved on io Java where Buddhism
flourished in full vigour at the time. His fame
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Kashmiri Literature

( A Brief Survey)

By S. L. PANDIT, SRINAGAR.

Kashmiri is spoken in the Valley of Kashmir
and, in varying dielectrical forms, in the Valley ot
Kishtwar in the south-east and in the southern
hilly region across the Pir Panchal Range, lying
north of the River Chenab. The total number of
people using this language is now about 20,00.000.
According to Sir George Grierson, Kashmiri belongs
to the Dardic sub-family of languages ; and he
considers its original source to be some tribal
dialect possibly no less ancient than Vedic
Sanskrit. Many later scholars do not agree with
Grierson and regard the language as being basically
a member of the Indo- Aryan family of languages.

In the early stages, the Sharada script, a
variation of the old Brahmi, was exclusively used
for writing Kashmiri. In the fifteenth century,
Persian became the court language in Kashmir ;
and, from this time onwards, usually the Persian
script came to be used. Recently the Devanagari
and even the Roman scripts have been occasionally
tried, but now a modified form of the Persi-Arabic
has been adopted as the official script for
Kashmiri. Though Kashmiri never attained the
status of a court language and was hardiy ever
recognized as a serious medium of culture and
education, it has been the main means of intercourse
among the people in the Valley of Kashmir and
some adjoining areas.

From the middle of the thirteenth century to
the close of the nineteenth century a comparatively
small, but respectable, amount of poetic literature
has been produced in Kashmiri. Literary prose
and other modern forms, however, did not appear
till very recently. The earliest extant work in pure
Old Kashmiri is Mahényaya Prakdsi by Sitikan-

tha and belongs to the thirteenth century. The
theme of this work is tantric' and its main ideas
are drawn from the Saivistic philosophy®. For
about a hundred years following Sitikhantha, there
is no trace of any written work in Kashmiri, If
anything was written, obviously it has been lost.
The fourteenth century, however, produced two
outsanding religious poeis, Lal De'd (early 14th)
and Nund Rishi (late i4th), whose work, written
in language easily understood to-day, has given a
characteristic shape to the culture of the people.
Lalleshwari, popularly remembered as Lalla or
Lal De'd, was a mystic saint of the highest order
whose verses epitomize the very essence of Hindu
religious philosophy.

During the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries
Kashmir witnessed many political upheavals accom-
panied by an unprecedented spiritual upsurge re-
corded in the literature of this period. Many of
the leading Sayyids,® scared away from Central
Asia by the ravages of Timiir, migrated to Kashmir
and undertook to consolidate the Islamic faith in
the Valley. Their religious outlook was tempered
by ideas borrowed from Siifism.* and its impact
on the beliefs of local saints produced a religious
movement with an amazing appeal for both
Muslims and Hindus. Sheikh Nur-ud-Din, popu-
larly known as Nund Rishi, born in 1377, was the
greatest exponent of this movement and gave ex-
pression to his spiritual experiences and his worldly
wisdom in verses of undying beauty and vigour.

The latter half of the fifteenth century coin-
cides with the reign Zain-ul-Abidin, a wise and
tolerant ruler, who was a great patron of Kashmiri
language and literature. His efforts led to the pro-

1Tantric: based on non-Vedic Hindu scriptures.

sSaivistic philosophy : a distinctive monistic school of Hindu religious philosophy that flourished in Kashmir from
eighth to twelfth centuries A.D. and is based on Tantric seriptures. .
*Sayyids : Muslims claiming descent from Fatima, daughter of the Prophet of Islam.

sSufifm : Sufis are a sect of Muslim ascetic mystics.
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hiiving spread far and wide, all the neighbouring
cpuntries vied with one another in extending in-
vitations to him. The Buddhist monks of Nanking
il China, anxious to have the great monk in their
idst, begged the Emperor to invite him to China
ahd a delegation of monks was accordingly sent to
Jdva to request Gunavarman to visit Nanking.
hen he arrived in Nanking in 431, the Emperor
himself went out to receive him. The Jetavana
onastery of the same name in India was chosen
as his abode during his stay there. He did not live
Idng after his arrival in Nanking, but during the
btief span of his life there he transtated no fewer
tan eleven Sanskrit works into Chinese.

harmamitra

This missionary selected Kuchi as the first
field of his work. The officials there desired him
make this country his permanent abode and
uld not permit him to depart when he wished to
gp to China. He, however, managed to leave the
cbuntry somehow and reaching Tun-huang; the
gteat centre of Buddhist learning in the north of

hina, established a Vihara there. He also planted
a|large number of trees at this place. He made
Sbuth China also a centre of his work and stayed
there from 424 to 442, the latter year marking the
ehd of his life. He passed a number of years—
about 9—at the Jetavana monastery in Nanking
here he staysd upto 433. He was an adept in
nleditation and introduced a number of works on
the subject into China.

Kuimarajiva

Born at Kuchi of a Kuchean mother and an
Ldian father, he was brought to Kashmir for
Hucation at the early age of nine and in course of
ime completely mastered the different branches of
uddhist philosophy. After finishing his studies
Kashmir he returned to the land of his birth,
1t not before he had visited the various centres of
uddhist learning in Central Asia. He had not

s

L

b o

stayed long in Kuchi when the Chinese invaded the
country and at the end of their victory carried
away Kumarajiva as a prisoner. He acquired a
command of the Chinsse lariguage which was
greater than that of most other Buddhist missio-
naries from India. His translations were therefore
an improvement on zarlier works of that kind,
being more clear and accurate than these. His
reputation as a Buddhist philosopher spread to the
different parts of China and seckers after truth
flocked to him from all quarters of the country.
Several Buddhist missionaries from Kashmir met
him in China and collaborated with him in the pro-
pagation of Buddhism in that country. Though
not born in Kashmir, he was intellectually and
spiritually a product of Kashmir, and hence he
may rightly be counted among the great Kashmirian
missionaries who dedicated their lives to the
enlightenment of China and the other countries of
Central Asia. He died in China in the year 413.

The chronicles of Kashmir and India are
silent on the glorius chapter of our history, but
the Chinese records have immortalised these heroes
by preserving authentic accounts of their wonder-
evoking exploits, their matchless labours of love.
What a starling contrast their self-dedication. their
utter renunciation, their boundless loving-kindness,
their indomitable courage and amazing enterprise,
present to our inertia, our narrowly egoistfc pur-
suits, our insatiable greed today !

The proud Chinese of olden times for many
centuries acknowledged with gratitude the
irreparable debt they owed to India of which
Kashmir was then the spiritual crown, Their
unbelieveably metamorphosed descendants of to-
day have paid back the debt in the dragon’s coin :
we gave them light and they have given us dark
terror ; we gave them art and culture and they
have given us barbed abuse ; we gave them books
and they have given us bullets.

Note: Information about t 1
Bagchis valuable work ‘India & China’.
ApcusT 1963

he great missioneries referred to in the article has been mainly gleaned from Pr'c-::l-:;:ad—l-l- Eflladra,
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duction of a number of notable specimens of
narrative verse. Of these only the epic Béndsura-
Vadha by Bhattavatara and the Sukhadukhacharita
of Ganaka Prasasta have survived.

The sixteenth century witnessed fresh deve-
lopments in Kashmiri poetry. especially in the
forms of secular song and lyric. Haba Khatun
(¢. 1560), a daughter of the people gifted with a
rare lyrical melody, became the Queen of Yusuf
Shah Chak, the last independent Muslim ruler of
Kashmir. Her moving love-songs are still sung by
common men, in town and country ; and in
Kashmiri poetry she set up a tradition that carries
its impress on the best love-lyrics of the present
times. She was followed by Arnimdl (c. 1750),
wife of Pandit Bhawani Das Kachru, himself a
gifted Persian scholar and a prolific writer, Along-
side these new developments, the older type of
religious verse continued to flourish ; and, in the
intervening period between Haba Khitun and
Arnimil, Habib Ullah Navshehri (c¢. 1600) and
Sahib Kaul (c. 1650) represent this tradition.

The closing decades of the eighteenth century
and practically the whole of the nineteenth were
marked by continual spurts of fresh creative acti-
vity in Kashmiri poetry. While the traditional
religious and secular styles held the field through-
out this period, new and varied forms made their
appearance, mainly under the influence of Persian
poeiry, but also partly through contact with the
newly developing literatures in the other North-
Indian languages Paraminanda of Mirtanda (died
1879 ) is the chief devotional poet of this period.
He wrote allegorical narratives on Hindu religious
themes ; and among his leading works are Radhi-
Syvamvar, So'daam-charit, and She'valagu’'n.
Both in content and form these are of the highest
excellence after the work of Lal De’d. The
Kashmiri version of Remayana by Prakish Ram of
Kurigam is a work of purple patches and combines
the two strains of religious devotion and folk-lore.
Towards the close of the nineteenth century
Krishna Rizdin of Vanpoh composed popular
devotional poems in tunes of rural folk songs and

ballads.

4
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Among the Muslim poets of this period the
best known is Mahamud Gami (died 1855). The
influence of Persian, coupled with the fusion of
the lyric and the narrative, now encouraged a
trend towards translations of or adaptations from
the various forms of Persian poetry. Among
Mahmud Gami’s chief works are Yoosaf-Zulaikha,
Sheereen-K husrav, and Lailaa-Majnoon.  Other
note-worthy Muslim poets of this period are Rasiil

Mir, Wahib Pare, Magbool Krilawiri, and
Waliullah Motoo. Wahab Pare translated the
Shahnama of Firdisi, while Magbool wrote

Greesty-naama, a satirical poem depicting the
miserable lot of the Kashmiri peasantry. Rasul
Mir rejuvenated the Kashmiri lyric on the Persian
pattern. The close of the century marked also a
considerable progress of song and the ghazal, and
witnessed the birth of a distinctive type of comic-
satiric ballad, called Ladi-Shah. Lastly, it was
about this time that J. H. Knowles published and
also rendered into English Kashmiri folk tales
and proverbs.

From the death of Paraminanda to the
appearance of Mahjiir’s first lyrics in the early
twenties of the present century, Kashmiri poetry
passed through a phase of comparative barrenness,
Ghulim Ahmad Mahjir (1885-1952) ushers in
the modern age. This is marked by the forceful
impact of new influences from many quarters—the
growth of Indian nationalism, knowledge of Wes-
tern thought and literature, and novel develop-
ments in the literatures of the modern North-Indian
languages. Mahjiir's work embodies many of
these new strains, while he also harks back to the
best traditions of older Kashmiri secular poetry.
Mahjiir lived his life as a petty revenue official and
was accorded due recognition as a national poet
only towards the end of his life. He was followed
by Abdul Ahad Azid (1905-1948), a village
teacher by profession. Azad wrote with a socialis-
tic bias and is not inferior to Mahjiir either in in-
ventive genius or in his command over the language.
Other well known poets of the present time are
Daya Ram Ganju, Zinda Kaul and Ghulim Hassan
Beg Aurif.
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The present phase has, moreover, thrown up a
froup of writers who may be called ‘‘progressives’’.
mong these the prominent ones are Nidim, Riihi
nd Roshan. Finally, very recent years have been
arked by the emergence of a halting type of
literary prose and of new literary forms like the
(rama, the novel and the short story.
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‘VITASTA', the Annual Number 1962 of

Kashmir Sabha has provoked a number of random
thtoughts in my mind, some of which are noted
below.

In his message the Prime Minister of India

hajs given expression to his fears that organisations
and journals owing allegiance to a section or com-

inity in the vast nation may cause a hindrance
national integration in the country because of

{compartmentalisation. It is a fact that when the
stjuggle for independence was completed satis-
fagtorily, tendencies to link ourselves to groups,
|segtions and regiments gathered momentum. But
Kigshmiris have never been guilty of sacrificing
lapger interests for those of smaller sections.
They have identified themselves with the totality
of| their environment even in countries outside
India, viz. Nand Ram Tiku in Kabul and T. N.
Zytshi in Berlin,

Kashmiris have played a prominent role in

India where the mantle of leadership fell on the

oulders of some of the bravest Indians hailing

from Kashmir. It is not necessary for me to men-
tign individual Kashmiris who have immotalized

pir names in the domains of social, political,
erary and cultural activity in the country. In
E post-independence period, there is noticeable
recession, a withdrawing from the limelight of

pyblic life into the circle of private society. The
stilwart leaders hailing from Kashmir now appear

belong to the past, though the number of
hshmiris settled outside Jammu and Kashmir is
rrer today than ever before. This is not quite a
althy feature of the Kashmiri society and may
sald to be even harmful to the country as a
hole, because it needs the catholicity. the broad
eep of the mind and the selfless service for which
nshmiris have distinguished themselves. The
nshmiris who have risen to the top of the ladder
public life tod#y belong essentially to an earlier
neration. If the Kashmir Sabha can inculcate

iGUsT 1963

Random Thoughts

By S. L. SHADHU,
BHADARWAH, KASHMIR,

among its members the zeal to come out of retire-
ment
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it will have more than justified its existence.

Kashmiris are found all over the couniry today
and even in foreign countries. While there can be
no question of pursuing the fantasy of uniting all
Kashmiris, it would not be an unworthy aim to
forge collective links between their associations
wherever they are in a sizeable number. At present
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jhere are several associations jn Srinagar and
fammu, a few in Delhi, Calcutta and Bombay and
perhaps in U.P. It should be possible to evolve
jome sort of a federation purely for social and
¢ultural purposes. The federation could issue a
monthly or even a quarterly journal devoted to
gocial, cultural and allied interests of its clientele.
t would help to keep its readers in touch with one
nother across thousands of miles and could be
¢irculated free of cost, especially to places where
only small pockets of Kashmiris exit.

There is nothing sectarian in such an activity.
he Parsi community which has done so much for
the country is also well-organised for social and
ultural purposes. To take a leaf from the golden
hook o_f the Parsi community, the federation of
Kashmiri associations could institute scholarships
for higher studies for deserving candidates. There
¢an be no nobler cause than that of education and
he institution of scholarships and loans would
amply justify group activity of this kind. If possi-
ple. the financial assistance for studies could be
made available to non-Kashmiris too.

It is a fact that a good number of our young
jnen and women scholars enjoy financial assistance
irom the public exchequer all over India. Even
hen, however, the number of those prevented from
pursuing higher studies for want of financial re-
fources is by no means small. This is a national
loss which could be prevented by the community.
here are many individuals and several trusts who
have taken up this task voluntarily. But these
ittempts do not at all meet the need and necessarily
involve some duplication too. But a well-founded
lrust properly registered could fully channelise
philanthropy in this field, make arrangements for
adequate funds and scout the dole mentality. This
Is called for urgently especially because of the need
or scientists and technologists in our country
joday.

We talk a great deal about our cultural heri-
age and the contribution of our ancestors to the
jtream of Indian culture. Many of us, however,
re not quite clear about it in our own minds.
he wheel of time has diverted our scholarships
rom Sanskrit and the ancient lore is thus behind
he linguistic iron curtain. A few of the ancient
orks have been translated into English, but the
ast majority of them have yet to be made avail-
able in English or Hindi translation, It is a task
orthy of attention of all those who take pride in
the achievements of Kallatabhata and Utpaldeva,
Kalhana and Bilhana, Damodargupta and Soma-
geva, Abhinavagupta and Kshemaraja, Kayyata
and Mammata. A laudable attempt has been
ade in this direction by Shri Rupabhavani
P$marak Nidhi wlo have prepared a translation of
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the ‘Nilamatapurana’ in Hindi which is at present
under print. it is our primary duty to attempt
translations of these works in order to make them
available to our readers in Hindi or English, There
is no dearth of scholarship and talent in our ranks.
If the initiative is taken and arrangements for
publishing the translated works made, it would be
something none too early, but would prove fruitful
in every respect. If it is not possible for the
Kashmir Sabha to undertake the task on its own,
it could assist Shri Rupabhawani Smarak Nidhi
(C/o. The Normal Press, Srinagar) by providing
financial assistance.

There is another important matter which
deserves our attention. In the past the bond of
language between Kashmiris in the valley and
those outside has been the weakest link. Kashmiris
made a mark in Urdu and Persian during the last
two hundred years and enriched these languages.
Kashmiri language has perhaps been the poorer
for this enrichment of Urdu and Persian by our
brethren. The conditions are different today.
The Kashmiris outside the valley have frequent
opportunities of visiting the valley and refreshing
their links with people aciually speaking their
mother tongue. Kashmiri literature is now avail-
able in print and during the last twenty years a
fruitful and commendable literary activity has been
going on in our mother tongue. Besides poetry,
we have already in our midst novels, plays and
short stories, Time has now come when the link
of the mother tongue should be made progressively
stronger by Kashmiris wherever they be. We
shall miss a great deal in life if we forget the
‘vakyas’ of Lalded, the ‘Ramayana’ of Prakashram,
the devotional songs of Krishna Razdan, the
works of Parmananda, the lyrics of Arnimal, Rasul
Mir, Zinda Kaul and Mahjoor, the poems of Azad,
Nadim and Arif. Deep at the core of our culture is
the mystic element which moved Utpaldeva to
compose his stotras. After the lapse of several
centuries when Kashmiri language began to
embody the thoughts and feelings of our people in
the valley, the ‘rishis’ and their devotees of the
‘rishivar’ once again poured forth their visions.
Nundarishi, Rupabhawani, Azizdarvesh, Ahmad
Bativari, Niamasaheb, Shamsfagir, to name only a
few, awaken us to the unity of all life within and
without and claim our homage in spite of ourselves.
We cannot forget them. 1t is time for a conscious
attempt to be made to popularise their writings,
which are easily available now, among Kashmiris
everywhere. Wherever possible, a library of
Kashmiri literature should be set up. The journals
of the Kashmir Sabha and allied associations owe
it to their readers to notice looks of the year in
Kashmir language and on various aspects of life
in Kashmir.
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Short Story

The edge of the hamlet towered above the
divines down below ; and a number of tracks fell
et the slopes in narrow winding curves (o meet
first other piece of plain ground. By chance
Hesign, Nature had thrown up a rock-head
brin under the soft and green edge to make a
bife seat, and it was on this stone that Sudarshan
a:{dit squatted, as if in a vow not to move away
bin it. The Sun that had risen so early in front
him had gone even behind the Devadars and
thatch over the huts at his back had come
hder their shadow ; yet he stuck to the stone,
hbden and umindful, as if the uneven and hard
Jﬂlrfacc was what suited him always.
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Sudarshan Pandit watched the familiar
opes mechanically, perpetuaily. The world had
b

iled down these slopes that day ; it had vanished
tb the ravines from which nothing came back.
nly the blank tracks, cutting clay viens in the
eidure, as if by intrigue, climbed back all to
ularshan’s stone, in mock barrenness. With
Hig eyes he pushed them down to those dubious
Ldesses but they would again and again wind
Hatk to him, bringing clay to his very eyes and
Hothing more.
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An old invigilator over the Sun and his
lalellites, that day he did not know even when
lh¢ Sun passed over his head and far behind, and
n when the liberated breeze of the mountains
ban to creep into the folds of his turban. He
ew about the Sun only when the long shadows
the Devadars fell over the slopes and broke
b cruel grip, the mechanism of monotony. With
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The Rock-Head and the Ravines

By PREM NATH DHAR *

DELHI.

a sudden sense of time, he turned his head and
saw that the Militia-men had pitched a tent
behind him. His mind jumped up, but his body
could not. because the stone held him so fast. It
claimed the flesh that had stuck to it so long.
Sudarshan, in his turn, claimed it back from
numbness, and in the struggle the slightest move-
ment caused him great pain. But even though he
succeededin snatching all his flesh back from the
stone, he cried bitterly like a child.

Now it was Pandit Sudarshan crying, and it
was all unusual, very unusual, because no earthly
power could upset him ever ; and what power had

_ a lifeless piece of stone ? Wind ? Water ? Fire ?

These were his media and he could summon them
for errands to the world of Devatas. He could raise
a big fire and pour presents and messages info
it for gods that helped him and his followers, He
used to sit down to spiritual processes for nights,
in rigorous continuity ; and it was indeed unusual
that a mere stone had pained him and tried to
own him.

Not only in the hamlet, Sudarshan Pandit
had his discipleclients in twenty villages. He
was the custodian of their souls, their interpreter
in the difficult language of gods and their precep-
ter in this life to provide them guidance on paths
they had to tread after death. In twenty villages,
among his followers, not a soul could come to
this world and exist without his blessings, nor
would any body dare proceed to the other world
without obtaining a formal send-off which he
alone could give.

#Shri Prem Nath Dhar
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is a well known Urdu writer and President of the Kashmir Sahe;yah Samiti, New Delhi. This
is a0 English Endegigs (Being published for the first time) of his Urdu short story ‘UTARAL',
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He had more than ecclesiastic influence
over these twenty villages. Sudarshan Maharaj
was ‘Pandit’, the learned, ‘Purohit’, the pious,
‘Guru’, the human god. His pockets carried rolls
ol paper recording every moment of future, the
fate of times, the fate of worlds known and un-
known, and naturally the fate of all human beings.
So deep was his Knowledge of Astrology that if
he wished he could throw a rope over all the stars
and harness them. He was the one who could
control all the Zodiacs ; and he knew such forms
of worship, such approaches to gods that the
greatest sinner would get redeemed. His invoca-
tion to ‘Devi’ herself, the mightiest, would put
chains round even ‘Mahakala’, the God of Death,
and control the very turbulent ‘Bhairavas’. Yes.
if the Guru desired he could bring down the
Dooms-day and shake all land, water and skies.
He saw his past, as it were, in the gust of a storm
and wiped his tears.

His eyes skipped over the tent behind him
and rested over his own cottage. This was where
lived the Guru of twenty villages. This was where,
besides him, was installed his Thakur, in whose
worship he performed a daily ritual even before
the sun rose. There were some who were blessed
with such a ritual just once a year and many who
could not arrange for one in their homes even
once in a life-time. The old cottage had had an
atmostphere of sublimity. an air of sanctity, per-
haps for generations. Each straw of the thatch
was wrapped in incense and the clay of the walls
smelt unearthly. This cottage preserved manus-
cripts which were covered by pieces of cloth at
least four generations old. Never was the holy
fire extinguished in that house, and never had the
ghee lamp of the Saligram been put out. Though
nothing more than the frail-looking two-storeys of
wood and mud, Padma had made it eternal with
her daily claywash—Oh, Padma............ ?  With
his eyes open, Sudarshan Pandit felt as if he had
suddenly become blind. It appeared to him that
the home of generations had suddenly collapsed,
the Saligram had toppled down. an infernal flame
had caught all the manuscripts and a foreign
smoke had arisen to foul the world. The Thakur
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......... ! The Saligram............! The manus-
COPS:siin e ! It did not matter if the whole
burnt into ashes......... ?

“‘But, brother Havildar, you told me Padma
will come back—that they will bring her back

by the afternoon—Oh say, these soldiers so
many of them, where have they gone ? Padma
......... My brother, Padma.........""., Sudarshan

jumped over to the solider and caught him by
his uniform.

““‘Here, tell me, when will they return with
Padma ?—When.”

Obtaining an assurance from the soldier,
Sudarshan Pandit dried his eyes and came back
to that point where the earth fell ; to that stone.
The clay veins had <changed their colour, the
slopes had come under shade but there was light
enough for Sudarshan’s eyes to go down to the
farthest point over the curves.

All this could happen in the world ! All this !
Yet, Pandit Sudarshan himself could not smell it
in advance. Oh God, why was this hamlet so cut
off from the world? If Sudarshan Pandit had
only one hint he would have terminated all
‘Rakshas’, the evil ones, with one invocation to
‘Chandi’. The devils had come so far without
any warning. They had come under cover of
darkness to destroy the pious and the impious.
Rakshas, in the valley of Angels ! Those who
were deaf to the screams of children, blind to the
divinity of human life, who used fire as their
weapon and left to it whatever they could not
take. But whatever they took, how could they
lay their dirty hands on Padma. Oh, Fire ! they
carried her away. He stood up and caught hold
of the soldier again.

““Havildar, O Havildar, why do you forget
that Padma is young ? She is the youngest of
the women. Pray, why are you so silent ? Why,
I thought you were brave. Where are your soldiers
you had come with soon after the devils had
left. Where is Padma? Why is she not here
already......... ? ‘““The solider received a volley
of questions and coud not answer one ; but as
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Sudarshan occupied the stone again, it suddenty
dawned upon him that the uniformed solider had
spoken to him in his own tongue. It also occurred
to him that as they came, the soldiers had all
spoken in the same tongue. Why then, were they
his own kith and kin? Were these soldiers
Kashmiris ?  But he had never before seen or
heard of a Kashmiri solider. But there they
were. May be the horoscope of Kashmir had
changed. May be the stars themselves had
changed. May be his compatriots had taken to
guns and become 'havaldars to drive out the
devils. Somebody from the tent shouted a
Kashmiri name—Ramzan Bhatt—and the havaldar
turned his head to say, ‘yes'.

Ramzan Bhatt! —havaldar— Kashmiri !
Sudarshan suddently jumped up from the stone.
Ramzan Bhatt stood there, taller than the
tallest of Devdars. It appeared to Sudarshan that
all the Devadars behind the village were rushing
down the slopes at his command. Each step was
covering distances., A war was being waged,
drums were being beaten, stones were flying and
the Rakshas were being annihilated. But alas
there was no movement on the slopes. The clay
on the tracks was all dead and settled. Who
knew how fast the Rakshas ran and what cover
the terrain afforded them. Oh, God there were so
many caves too where they could..........

“No, no, Padma must come back quick™
Sudarshan closed his fists and got up again before
his eyes could see dreadful possibilities. He raved
like 2 mad man,

“O, Ramzan, my brother, you must do

something, it is getting late, very late”.

Ramzan, the Militia havaldar, was looking
down-wards intently as if something had happened
over the slopes. Suddenly blood leapt up his
cheeks and he shouted towards his tents. ‘‘Beware,
somebody is coming up” A number of soliders
rushed out of the tent with rifles. But the haval-
dar recognised his men through the telescope.

“It is they,” he told the Pandit without look-
ing at him,
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““Romzan bhai, please look ! Is there a
woman with them ‘O ! Pray she is Padma, the
guru-mother of disciples. Look, she will pray
along with me for you. I will perform 'Yagnya’
for you. She will prepare the Samagri, the offer-
ings for gods. 1 can turn the course of all the
nine stars, You will never be defeated. Ramzan
bhai, Japa is a great source of power. And then
I will call the Pir Sahib from the Village of
Apples. 1 will ask him to offer Niyaz, all this for
you, brother, but pray, tell me, tell me if Padma
is coming.”’

The Havaldar was satisfied that his men
were accompanied by a woman.

“But look, is she young ?

Ramzan, the Havuldar, again lifted his teles-
cope and said ‘‘Well, Panditji, I could’nt tell you
that. But the lady is on horse back and, yes, the
pony is climbing fast"’

“Pony’’. Sudarshan thought it must be she.
Only a smart one could ride a fast pony.

Dazed by tension of expectation, Sudarshan
Pandit heard a regular trot.

He felt that a cloud of dust was fiilling the
slopes. Strangely enough, a plain seemed to open
before him over that dust. Then he heard a double
trot as if two young ponies were proceeding side
by side, as if once again Sudarshan Pandit. young
and fresh, was bringing back his wife from her
father's place. He opened his eyes very wide as if he
wanted to swallow the dust through his eyes to
see the slopes clearly. Yes, the fast pony was
bringing back Padma. She was coming. It
appeared to him that he was becoming impatient
like a child, and that time was tyrannizing him,
and he did not know how to kill it. In despera-
tion, he turned his head towards his cottage.

“All these manuscripts will be re-written
now.” He knew each of the hymns by heart.
And he could reinstal the Saligram with appro-
priate ‘mantras !. It was not necessary to have
at all the copper-ware for the rituals. He could
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utilise fresh earthen-ware instead, and, yes. thers
she was coming who would wash and purify the
Thakurdwara, the holy room. She was coming.
the Guru-Mother......... Guru...... but Sudarshan
Pandit’s heart, unluckily,” went again down the
slopes. He suddenly felt caves opening inside him.
“If these evil ones...... these devils could do any-
thing......if they have rendered her unholy.”

Sudarshan Pandit’'s eyes darted down the
slopes again but he could not pierce the rising
dust. When his eyes came back, he felt he was
impatient no more. He thought he wanted more
time to think now. If she is not holy anymore,
with what hands would she wash the thakurdwara,
How could she prepare the food for Devatas ?
Could she have the powers to bless ? And then
Guru Sudarshan.............

“Oh, well, where shall 1 be then, myself
How can I weild my Gurudom ? How can 17
Oh well, this has been done to me by these two
rogues, Mangla and Rahu, the stars that have
been bad eternally —-Oh God’'. He could not stand
erect, he sat down and rubbed his hands in re-
morse that he had taken these two stars so lightly.
Oh ! why had he not done anything to counter
them ? Alas! this is how a great astrologer
could be waylaid. Through the  rising dust he
thought he had seen Padma on the pony. His
heart began to throb again, as the pony climbed
fast. Yes, it was she on the saddle but why was
she trying to jump down every moment? Why
was it necessary that the soliders should steady
her every moment, and what was she saying to
them waving her hand so much unlike her wont.

“She is Padma surely ; but how has she
grown so talkative ? Lord knows what pains she
has to explain. But, why did her uncovered head
iook so dreadful ?”’ Sudarshan Pandit wanted to
shout from there. but he plugged his mouth with
his long sleeve fearing that the shout may escape
him as a shreik. He had to soothe Padma’s
wounds, Who knew that had happened to her.
What ? The plugged voice of Sudarshan Pandit
escaped, as it were through loopholes and repeated
that word ‘What' in different tones. When he
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filled these holes, a thick ‘What' arrayed itself
in front of his eyes. Padma, who was climbing
the slopes, appeared to be rolling downwards.
To him it appeared that her head and her waving
hands were indicating doom. It was certain that
she had lost her sanctity. “‘Yes”', whistled the
wind above him. ‘‘yes’, echoed the distant peaks.
Even the shadows of the tall trees poineted towards
her. She was lost to him and the very elements
that were servile to him appeared to have picked
up the burden and he thought they were jeering
at him.

He gave a jerk to his head, to reassert. In an
instant his head was erect and he had closed his
fists. In an instant the lands, the waters and the
winds were back under his teeth. ‘‘Guru’’-—the
world quacked, ‘‘Guru—the devadars and the dis-
tant peaks quivered. He lifted his eyes from the
stone and lifted them up to the sky. This was the
same old sky, airy and unreal, He stamped the
earth under him. earth that had always been
humble and servile. He now noticed that there
was again an uncertainty in the atmosphere. He
felt that there was a suspense and again the world
was waiting for a verdict, his verdict again.

“Who says Padma can change ?”’ The wind
seemed run away through the devadars. The dust
got swept off quickly. And Padma appeared on
a pony, pure and unblemished. “And if-and
if,” there was a thunder in Sudarshan’s voice,
““And if things were done to her, was it her fault ?
And was there no remedy to it 2"

The wind had escaped and the dust had
settled down. A load was lifted even from his
own head. Sudarshan the last man had heard
the favourable verdict from Sudarshan the Maha
Pandit. He had seen a real way out. With each
new throb in his heart he thought of a new
remedy.

He could purify Padma himself through com-
plete fasts on the eleventh days of moon, through
cold baths during the icy months of Mag and
with the help of fire, holy herbs, Japas, Anushthans

(Continwed on Page 47).
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Kashmir Revisited

By D. K. KACHRU, ROURKELA.

Over the years the emotional call of my
mountain home has been insistently beckoning me
back to the Happy Valley ; for though I left
Kashmir nearly fifteen years ago, the green
memories of the home-and have always pulled
at my heart-trings. Not unoften have I longed
for a spell of leave to be spent, far from the madd-
ing crowd, in the valleys and forests that 1 knew
and loved so well as a boy. Fulfilment, however,
has been tardy during the last fifteen years ; for it
was only recently that 1 could at last manage a
brief holiday in Kashmir. The visit was both an
education and an eye-opener.

I reached Pathankot after journeying for four
days from the distant fast-nesses of the Chhota-
nagpur Plateau. 1 had written to the Tourist
Officer of the Kashmir Government at Pathankot
earlier requesting for reservation of transport. 1
was agreeably surprised to find that he had been
good enough to reserve transport for me, and
unlike the past, no rushing about at Pathankot
for the purpose was necessary. Both the tourist and
transport staff of the Kashmir Government at
Pathankot were helpful and considerate.

[ reached Jammu the same day in the after-
noon, and saw this city of temples again after a
lapse of nearly a decade and a half. 1 had thought
that I knew my Jammu well ; but the Jammu 1
saw has not only changed for the better ; it has
also developed and expanded beyond recognition.
The bustle of life and business here was something
I had not expected. The many restaurants seemed
brim-ful of people. The new residential colonies
and shopping centres, with men going about
intent on their business far beyond the Tawi,
the Cantonment, and the Canal, were indicative of
the prosperity that has come to Jammu after the
dark and troubled days of 1947. -

I stopped at the Tourist Centre and had my
lunch there. The Centre has been centrally
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located in the palatial building of the Dak
Bungalow and is well appointed. It, however,
gave evidence of a need for better looking after.

1 met a couple of old friends in the Tourist
Centre and had from them an account of the
recent progress and development not only of the
city of Jammu but, to a large extent, also of the
Jammu Province itself. They seemed enthusiastic
though not uncritical. 1 was told that plots of
land which way back in the late thirties one hesi-
tated to purchase for Rs. 300/- in Rihari on the
out-skirts of the city of Jammu could only with
tifficulty be had now for Rs. 15,000/- ; This told
its own tale.

I reached Udhampur in the afterncon. 1 had
made some halts in this slumbering district town
in the late thirties and the forties. The Udhampur
I knew was hardly to be found ; for this town too
has developed and expanded. It seemed a bustle
with life. 1 was told that land values here also
had shot up.

Kud came a couple of hours later. The little
hamlet of Kud, in its sylvan surroundings, has not
escaped the touch of the winds of change. As
against the old little dingy eating-houses that it
had, Kud now has some not bad way-side resiau-
rants. Quite a few new buildings have come up
and Kud seems on the way to becoming a little
hill-station on this side of the Pir Panjal.

I reached Batote rather late in the night and
halted there. I sayed over-night in the Dak
Bungalow. The service here was good and the
food tolerable.

I left Batote early next morning ; but not before
1 had a good walk through this mountain town.
It also gave evidence of improvement, expansion,
and development,
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The long road jaurney from Jammu to
Srinagar can be exhausting ; but it is enjoyable
and exhilarating because of the lovely scenery and
the unrivalled panoramic changes that one comes
across all the way. While feasting my eager eyes
on the changing scenery on either side beyond
Peerah in the Vallay of the Chenab I was struck
by the cozy little houses of bungalow type that 1
found having replaced many of the old Gujarwal
behaks en-route. Some of these houses seemed
wall-built from a distance and could have adorned
any small town in India. This was indeed an
agreeable surprise !

I had a late break-fast at Banihal before we
pushed up the mountain road. Banihal also gave
the same evidence. 1 saw a cleaner, bigger, and
busier Banihal than I knew.

I had heard and read about the Jawahar Tunnel.
It was, however, an exciting experience to actually
pass through it, and to have a good look at this
feat of engineering. It has brought Kashmir
nearer to the rest of India by about twenty miles.
It has also made it possible for the journey from
Srinagar to Pathankot or vice versa to be performed
in one day if one starts early in the morning at
either end. ' It has besides provided an almost all-
the-year road link between Jammu and Srinagar.

1 had the experience of crossing the snow-
bound Banihal on foot in mid-winter in February
1948 in the distinguished company of Bakshi
Ghulam Mohammad when he carried Gandhiji's
ashes to Srinagar. 1 remember what a night-mare
jaurney we had all the way upto Qazigund. The
tunnel has made such journeys a historical
memory, and a thing of the past.

The crossing over to the Kashmir side of the
Banihal Tunnel has always its thrills of pleasure
because nature seems in rhapsody and garbed
almost in dancing attire over the entire vista of
hill and dale that greets the eye of the visitor from
the sun-parched plains., [ felt exhilarated with
the beauty of the scenery around. the grandeur of
distant mountains and near forests, the soothing
spread of the lovely plains and meandering tree-
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lined streams, and the cool breezes that wafted a
quite welcome. The frost of the years seemed to
melt around me.

I stopped for lunch at Qazigund in the finely
located Dak Bungalow and sprawled on the velvety
lawn while waiting for the lunch. The lunch was,
however, a disappointment for the curries were so
over-saturated with red pepper as to put even
Guntur in Andhra to shame ! 1 found the face of
the Qazigund 1 knew a changed onme. A large
number of new buildings has come up here too.
The people seemed to move about with an air of
confidence and prosperity. The shops looked
crowded and business all-absorbing.

The road from here to Srinagar runs through
the lovely Valley. The scenery on either side is
idyllic. It had the same enchantment for me as
of yore. Time has furrowed my face ; but it
seemed to have made the valley only younger and
more beautiful. The signs of the developmeni and
prosperity of the valley seemed all too evident all
along even to the naked eye.

I reached the Tourist Centre at Srinagar at
about 11 A.M. and was delighted to have a look
at this fine and gracious pile of buildings. This
has been put up recently for the comfort and faci-
lity of tourists. Here, however, the delight of
seeing the Tourist Centre, and of having a well-
deserved cup of tea in its fine restaurant, Wwas
partly marred by the loud and persistent jostlings
of the porters and tongawalas who assailed us.
This could not but pain me, for it seemed to pro-
vide an index of what many visitors, unknown to
Kashmir and strangers to it on arrival, may be
going through here as their first experience of
Srinagar. The behaviour-pattern at the Tourist
Centre seemed particularly out of place and inap-
propriate because the facilities that the Kashmir
Government have provided for the tourists now are
legion, and bear no comparison with the pre—
1947 standards.

I entered the city of Srinagar. Srinagar as I
knew it was a city of seven bridges. 1t is a city
of nine bridges to-day. It has expanded and deve-
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loped fast and rapidly indeed. Old and narrow
-streets in the congested parts of the city have been
widened and improved beyond recognition. The
old city has never received so much attention as
of late and consequently never seen so much impro-
vement as today. Business seemed brisk even in
comparative back-waters of the city. The open
areas which previously provided only grazing
-ground for cattle in and around the city are now
crowded with new bungalows, and building acti-
vity is feverishly on on all sides. The city has now
some fine hotels and excellent restaurants. 1 spent
a happy evening with an old friend in the Oberoi
Palace Hotel—ideally located in the palace of the
Maharaja on the bank of the Dal Lake—and found
it crowded. It is difficult to find room in any of
the restaurants after 5 P.M. The cinemas are full.
“The Mughal Gardens on Sundays are crowded
with pic-nickers. The boulevard girdles the Dal
“Lake right up to the Nishat Garden now. and
-a drive on it is a delight !

I saw more cars in Kashmir, particularly in
‘Srinagar and in Jammu. during my short stay.
than I have seen in many comparable towns in
India. It has been a pleasure to see people moving
about in new cars carrying the legend ‘‘Number
~Applied For'’—a happy sign of the generous
smiles of Goddess Lakshmi on the developing
economy of the State.

I spent a few days of my seven weeks stay
outside the city of Srinagar. The unmistakable
-signs of prosperity and development that 1 had
noticed all along met my gladdened eye every-
where. In the villages the houses are generally
better built and the people generally better dressed.
“They seemed to talk with a confidence which they
never knew before, They expect and want more
improvements and amenities—a sure sign of an
-awakening from past slumbers. They are critical
of such conduct in high places as they do not
like. They speak mostly freely and without fear,
as I found to my delight.

[ went to the shrine of the famous Moslem
“Saint, Baba Rishi, near Gulmarg. 1 had been to
the shrine years ago over a forest track. Now a
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good road took me there. The shrine and ifs
surroundings have undergone a transformation.
Nice-looking lodging houses and pilgrims huts
have been put up where both Hindu and Moslem
pilgrims stay in comfort.

[ also went to Khir-Bhawani—the famous
Hindu shrine near Ganderbal. The old fair wea-
ther road has yielded place to a tarred road. The
surroundings of the shrine have been beautified
on a planned basis. Inside huge lodging houses
for pilgrims have been put up and the Khir
Bhawanti of old is now a glitter ina new garb of
planned improvement.

I have known the Kashmir of the thirties and
the forties and been a humble student of Kashmir's
long and troubled history. From what I saw now
I could not resist the welcome impression that
economically Kashmir has never had it so good
as to-day ! Not that the chronic proverty of
Kashmir has been altogether banished ; nor again
that it is now a land where only milk and honey
flow. Fifteen years is much too short a span for
such miracles of transformation and development
to take place anywhere . but the prosperity that I
witnessed in Kashmir to-day is certainly unprece-
dented.

(11)

During my stay in the valley I was asked by
some friends in which fields of development I
particularly thought that Kashmir has stolen a
march over its dead and slumbering past. 1 told
them that in the fields of education communica-
tions, transport, community development work and
co-operation, power production, mineral develop-
ment, and irrigation. Kashmir seemed to have
achieved during the last decade and a half more
than it had almost during the preceding century.
Any objective appraisal will bear this out.

1 was a student of the S. P. College, Srinagar.
in the early thirties. If any of us wanted to take
a science degree then he had either to go to Jammu
or to Lahore. There were only two Colleges in
the whole of the State at that time and none for
girls as college education among girls was almost
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nknown. One of these colleges—the Srinagar
gne—owed its existence to the initiative of the late
Ars. Annie Besant and the late Raja Sir Daya
rishan Kaul. The other—the Jammu one—was
gstablished in memory of the visit of the Prince of
ales to Jammu in the early years of the century.
‘o-day there are about fifteen colleges in the State.
‘The question of any aspiring young Kashmiri
aving to go now to the Punjab or a neighbouring
sfate for higher education whether technical or
otherwise just does not arise. Besides Kashmir
as opened a Medical College. a Unani College, an
uyurvedic College, an Agricultural College. and

Engineering College. There are three special
nd separate colleges for women. Women’s edu-
ation particularly has received a great impetus.
Lashmir also has its own University now presided
ver by a distinguished Vice-Chancellor, This
reat structure of higher educational expansion
puld have been and has been reared up only on
he broad-based and expanded foundations of a
ide-spread system of secondary and primary
Hucation.
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To cap it all—and this may sound unbelievable
tp us in the rest of India ! —education in Kashmir
¢ free from primary to the post-graduate stage.
ons and daughters even of low-paid Government
mployees like peons and forest guards are gra-
‘quates to-day ! This is indeed a practical step in
the direction of the ushering in of that socialist
-qrder of society which is one of our national goals.

[

The Kashmir I knew had poor communica-
tlons. It was a trial to go from one place to
another. Most of the places one wanted to go to
hen could only be approached by tonga, on pony.
gr on foot. The Kashmir I saw to-day has a net-
work of well-developed communications. Metalied
rpads connect all the district towns and even many
ub-divisional towns. There is hardly a place
worth mention which one cannot now show and
peate on a good road map.

—

o

Transport was a night-mare in the days of old. 1
‘have known people travelling on the ancient
helum Valley Road by two ton lorries in the early
wenties. The sight of these lorries gave one cold
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feet ! To-day the buses on Kashmir's vast net-
work of road-ways are a delight to the eye and a
comfort to the travelling body. These are roomy
and well-appointed. The staff are generally polite
and courteous and the fare is cheap,

For visiting places outside Srinagar or Jammu
one does not now have to make preparations for
days and still be unsure at the end of arriving at
the destination. 1 still remember the hectic and
long preparations that journeys to Ladakh and
Skardu entailed in the past. To-day the journey
to Ladakh can be done by jeep in a couple of days
and it has been robbed of all its terror and
mystery !

The entire State is covered by well-run pan-
chyats. The Community Development programme
has spread its net-work all over. Co-operative
Societies have taken over, among other matters,
the organisation, planning, and improvement of
the age-old crafts of the State. The middle-man
has been eliminated not only from the land, but also
in respect of the domestic crafts and cottage indus-
tries which are the pride of Kashmir.

Power generation has increased manifold, and
there are plans for further and ambitious increases.
Kashmir is now finding a place on the industrial
and mining map of India. Its vast potentialities
in these fields were previously subject only of ani-
mated discussions among local partriots. To-day
these are under active exploration and develop-
ment. The J and K Minerals has created history
by its recent export of coal to the Punjab for the
first time from the State,

[rrigational facilities have expanded and are
under further expansion. This allows agricultural
life to rest on surer foundations. The cost of living
in the villagas and the towns is as it should be.
There are hardly any scarcities. The standard of
living both urban and rural appears to have regis-
tered an improvement,

Kashmir has undergone an economic and
social near-revolution. The evidence of this near-
revolution is there for all to see. Kashmir's does
not appear to have been a case of the “‘old rich’

{Continned on Page 55).

41



Kashmir Sabha, Calcutta.

By K. N. RAZDAN.

Almost every Kashmiri in Calcutta had before
“the inception of the Sabha felt within himself the
urge for an association, where he could project his
social and cultural contacts. 1 am not perhaps
wrong when I say that the Kashmiris who had
settled here earlier i.e. before independence and
partition, came from different provinces of India
and knew little about their brethren here. The
case of those who had lately migrated from
Kashmir, after Pakistani agression in October
1947, was also similar and hardly anyone knew
the other.

The desire to develop the social contacts
within the Baradari was there, but it did not
materialise and remained confined to only wishful
thinking within self.

The individual desire did express itself sorie-
what during Dr. Kailashnath Katju’s Governor-
ship of West Bengal, when many of the Kashmiri
Pandits had the occasion to met one another at
his place (The Government House) on Navreh

(Novroz). After Dr, Katju's departure from
Calcutta even this once-a-year restricted social
ceased.

Some enthusiastic members fresh from Kash-
mir took the matter a little more seriously. They
were awaiting fto lseize some opportunity which
they could utilise to produce the desired results of
an association. Once it came in 1953 when a
Kashmiri family was in economical distress.
These youngmen hurriedly formed a group and
approached the members about it. Though ade-
quate assistancz was made available to the dis-
tressed family, the members argued the merits of
the particular case, thereby obstructing a collective
co-operation.
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In March 1955 on the Navreh ( Novroz) day
Smt. S. K. Handoo took upon herself to celebrate
Navreh at her residence in company with others
of the Baradari whom she could contact. The
participants there expressed the desirability of hold-
ing such socials every now and then. The idea
was worthwhile but never passed from head to
hand, with those who expressed it.

Another chance came in late 1955 which
aroused the members’ anxiety in not having an
association and underlined its need as never
before. It was about a boy who was returning
from Srinagar to Saharanpore to rejoin his duties
there. In the way while he was travelling by
train, some miscreant with utmoust hospitality
gave him a cup of tea which was admixtured with
some intoxicating powder, and caused sleeping
intoxication to him. When he awoke he found
himself at Howrah robbed of everything,

The drug had so much affected him that he
had lost his memory about everything, even his
self. All his efforts to revive his memory were
fruitless. He was hungry ; his strength had failed
him and he boarded a train without destination.
Hardly the train had moved sbout twenty miles
from Howrah when he had to alight from it for
being ticketles. On the station where he alighted
from the train he went to a nearby shopkeeper
who took pity upon his condition and nursed him.
After about a month he recollected that he was a
‘Kashmiri’ and this enabled the noble shopkeeper
to approach the then Trade Agent, Kashmir Gov-
ernment in Calcutta. All those who heard of it
were stunned by it. The youngman who craved
for an opportunity to arrange a social association
arranged his stay here and provided all medical
and other assistance which brought him back to
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normalcy. As a good sum was spent, the members
of the Baradari whom they Knew were approached
who donated voluntarily. Collsction of donations
or assistance to the unlucky youngman was not
the only achievement of this collective action.
It was the collective boost given to the spirit of
collectiveness in thought and action which led to
an informal meeting at Howrah of about sixteen
persons. This meeting resulted in the formation
of a committee of seven persons—Messrs. L. N.
Tangnu. R. Krishen, P. N. Zutshi, S. §. Raina.
Udey Kaul, J. N. Kaul and K. N. Razdan (Con-
venor ), to frame the constitution of a social asso-
ciation and arrangements for holding the first
formal meeting.

A little had been said about the work and
activities of this committee from November 1955
to February 1956 and I remember the true and
sincere enthusiasm of its members, which made
each sitting interesting. These meetings were held
at the resideneces of the commitee members (a
precedence which continues to be followed by the
Sabha ) All the members of this committee where
new faces to me and so was I to them ; but in
spite of all this there was unity of purpose and
action. The constitution of the Sabha which be-
came its foundation stone was perhaps the out-
come of the unity, and sincerity of its members.
In its deliberations there was no consideration of
any prejudice against anyone and all that was
longing in the hearts of the members, was the for-
mation of the association which would serve the
needs of its members.

The first meeting of the members was held in
February 1956. This was a red letter day in the
social and cultural life of the Kashmiris in Calcutta,
as it was on this day that the Sabha was formally
born. It is now seven year's old and all the seven
years it has lived up to its constitution and taken
steps to bring together its members. Theére are
about a hundred families living in this metropoli-
an city. Out of hundred families, one third of
them are on a ‘floafing basis® whose stay in
Calcutta is temporary and sometimes even casual
Out of the remaining sixtyseven families the Sabha
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has an average paid up membership of forty
which comes to about 60%. In order to woo the
remaining members to become paid up members,
the Sabha in the right earnest decided to approach
every member by calling on them at their residence.
The goodwill visits conducted in 1963 have defi-
nitely brought the desired dividends

In the social activities the Sabha has all along
arranged social get togethers which has afforded
the opportunity to its members to know and meet
together. The joy of the children and women has
never been so great as on these occations. Al the
initial stage it was expressed by members to have
a calendar of Kashmiri festivals and ritavals
which was published by the Sabha under the nams:
of “Festivals and Rituals of Kashmiri Pandits".
The “News and Views'' has a column for it, every
month.

Encouraged by the response of the social get-
together, the Sabha decided to hold annual
“Hawan'’. It started performing annual Hawan
from the last three years and every year more and
more members participated in this function. The
Hawan is arranged on he basis of donations and is
attended by majority of members and also by
members from distant parts of Eastern region,

With a view to knit together the members of
the Baradari and to keep each other informed of
their well being, a spirited move was made by a
member in issuing a monthly Newsletter ‘News and
Views’. Its usefulness was realized by its critics
subsequently and another member practically joined
hands with the Editor whose joint endeavour with
the good wishes of the Sabha shaped the Kashmir
Sabha Annual number in 1960. Both the monthly
Newsletter ‘News and Views' and the Annual
Number is a permanent and a regular feature of
the Sabha, which are widely read and appreciated

The Sabha has all along kept itself in touch
with the staudents and watched their interests.
In has recently decided to award medals to the
best Kashmiri student in the eastern region each in
Art, Science and Engineering. It has taken into
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consideration a scheme which would enable it to
provide scholarships.

It has rendered valuable help to persons in
distress, Though the number of such cases have
not been many but whenever there was such a
case, it has been attended to by the Sabha.

The chief characteristics of the Kashmir
Sabha Calcutta has been its perpetual unity. This
unity has remainéd right from its inception. The
Sabha wants to cover up the Eastern region in its

-

fold and keep itself in touch with the members
who are scattered in this region.

Whereas Sabha's activities are restricted under
its constitution, 1 wish it would give a lead in
forming a federation of the Kashmiri Associations
elsewhere in different states of the country in
order to maintain the entity of this community
and its characteristics under a.single unit for th.
whole country. This would help to serve the
needs of the members througout the country (even
at places where there are only a few families) in
a more regular and effective manner,

(Continued from page 33}

and other rituals. He was aware of prece-
dents, knew all the methods and hundreds of
them. The air over he slopes was clear. Not
only Padma, he could now see all the soliders
accompanying her. Did it matter if her head was
erect as that of a soldier ? She was the Guru-
mother of twenty villages. In any case, she was
coming to resettle a world.

Padma was helped down the saddle. Pandit
Sudarshan, summoning the weight of mountains,
suppressed his mental storm, He just called
Padma by name. Padma did not look at him.
Muttering something she sat on a green patch
towards one side. Sudarshan’s heart started
racing. The weight in him came down to his
feet. Lifting tens with each of his steps, he stood
in front of her ; and Padma—well—Padma lifted
her foot and addressed him casually as if he was
only as much as a soldier there.

“Look here, there are thorns in it."" Think-
ing that the tyrants must have made her run over
thorny ground, he leapt down to exiricate thorns
from her feet. But there was no thorn, nor any
sign of a thorn.

‘“Where are the thorns, Padma ?”’

Padma opened her eyes in astonishment and
laughed.  Sudarshan Pandit felt that he was
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sinking in the ground and the background silence
of soldiers assailed him most. He noticed new
gold and silver bangles on her arms. He saw a
chain round her neck which too did not belong to
her. Bangles and the chain, the laughter and
thorns ! What was all this and the Guru-mother
Padma !

“Who gave you these bangles 7"

Padma’s laughter grew louder and one of the
soldiers came forward to tell Sudarshan some-
thing. But he shook off the soldier’s hand from
his shoulder. "‘Don’t you listen Padma ? It is
me asking, who gave you these bangles 7"

With a sudden turn, Padma’s laughter sank
inside. Her appedrance became so serious that
Sudarshan’s heart stopped in apprehension that
she was going to reveal her pain, reveal everything.
No ; instead, Padma started fondling her bangles.
She whispered : ‘“Hush up, Oh ! hush up. Your
throat is bleeding. Ay, you are here, you are
there. Hee.. Hee...hee”’. She laughed in awkward
undertones.

Pandit Sudarshan lifted his eyes towards the
nearest soldier and the soldier saw that compre-
hension was trembling in his eyes. The soldier
came forward to support him, for he was almost
falling down. ‘“You should thank God that we

(Continued on page 63)
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RECOLLECTIONS

By 8. S. RAINA

Whatever the Sabha may or may not have
«done—and it depends on how you look at things- -
it has definitely done one thing to me. It has
widened my circle in the Kashmiri Baradari and
has helped me know my friends better. Not only
do I know a Kaul or a Raina or an Ogra better,
but many more Kauls and Rainas as also Razdans
& Co. are proud additions to my list. Each onc
of them has been an interesting person in his
own way, and made an impact, to a smaller or a
larger extent, on the Calcutta Kashmiri Baradari.

To begin with the beginning, in that historic
inaugural meeting at the Federation Hall in
February 1956, I came to know Dr, Govindjoo
Vaishnavi, our first President, more closely than
I did in Srinagar. Here was an elderly man with
obvious sympathy for the non-affluent among us,
but almost resigned that the situation was beyond
redemption. I met for the first time Brajendro
Prasad Wanchoo, that grand old patriarch, who,
was the first among the old residents of Calcuttz,
to join the Sabha. The never-flagging interest of
Mr. and Mrs. Wanchoo, in spite of their age, and
also the active participation in the initial period
by their daugther, Rani Zutshi. has contributed
much to the fusion of the old and the new in the
Sabha.

We are not seeing much these days of Kuij
Bihari Kaul, another old bird, who showed lot of
enthusiasm in the beginning. Perhaps. because of
his age, he is not able to be more active. He
makes one of his rare appearences these days ot
the Annual Hawan. We also miss a great deal in
the departure from Caleutta of Gyan Nath Wattal
and more so of Mrs. Wattal, whose quiet enthu-

slasm was an inspiration to many of us.
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I remember Chunilal Wattal, who is still very
much among us, attending the Sabha Meetings by
fits and starts ( except when he was its President ).
Whenever he came. he had some valuable sugges-
tions to make, and often he was the first to volun-
teer to contribute his might to the Sabha's coffers.
As for Motilal Zutshi, though the Executive Com-
mittee held its first meeting at his residence, he
generally preferred watching the evenls from the
sidelines, until the ‘crown of thorns’ was thrust on
him early this year. He seems to have made light
of tne thorns, and the way he attends to his Presi-
dency ; the scholarship scheme for the students of
which he is the author is sure to materialise.
Talking of Zutshi, how can I forget Kashinath
Razdan, who reappeared on the fermament after
an absence of over five years. He had a big hand
in the Sabha’s coming into existence and thougt:
he has grown with years, shedding off some of his
exuberance and ‘firebrandism’ which earped him
as many friends as foes, zeal for the Sabha’s work
and growth remains undiminished. And Udey
Kaul—he needed no growing further, excepting in
age, as he was mature enough even as a university
student. He is one of those few stalwarts who has
not required to be a secretary or a vice-president
for maintaining the sustained interest in the Sabha
and its working. Mohan Kishen Ogra is another
old bird with the Sabha blood running in his very
veins. This hereditary trait of his has contributed
much to the Sabha, particularly in raising the
revenue potential of its Annual., This reminds me
of Prakash Swarup Bhan, who is apparently a
silent and withdrawing type, in big gatherings or
Committee Meetings, but whose interest in the
Sabha has never flagged. In fact, it has grown
recently and I am told that his will be a new record
in building up the revenue-earning capacity of the
Annual this year. As for Mahmohan Dhar, whose

49



OURSELVES

The Kashmir Sabha came into existence seven years ago. It is heartening to
note that during this short span the Sabha has made its impact on the social and
cultural life of Kashmiris residing in this part of the country. The Sabha has also
endeavoured to promote the ideals which impress us with a sense of our common
heritage with other communities in India. This awareness of a past which we share
in common, and of present in which we are all vitally * interested, will produce a
realistic sense of what we are seeking to defend in this National Emergency, and
will give us greater courage and determination to stand by what we know to be so
valuable for us and for the whole country.

The task that lies before us is great. | invite all of you to lend us your support to
our activities. | can only assure you that in the years to come the Sabha, in its
expanded form and with the implementation of various constructive programmes,
will have an opportunity to fulfil the role which it has assigned to itself.

On this occasion of the 16th Independence Day anniversary, we bring to you
“/ITASTA’, the fourth annual number of our monthly bulletin which we have been
publishing since August, 1959 for diffusion of news and views.

The Annual begins with a study of our glorious past ; our contribution to Indian
thought and culture. It also throws light on our present day problems ; our hopes
and aspirations for a better future.

| hope our readers will find the Annual interesting.
Motilal Zutshi,

President,
KASHMIR SABHA, CALCUTTA.



name, according to his own admission, perhaps
appears more on the spending side of the register,
has nonetheless made substantial contribution ot
the cultural side. What of it, if his interest waxes
and wanes with the moon ! 1 hope with his recent
promise to explore the possibility of getting a cul-
tural troupe from Kashmir, his interest presently is
in the waxing hali. As for Maharaj Krishen Raina,
~ he joined the Sabha with a lot of enthusiasm and

did his bit as Treasurer-cum-Accountant and the
Editor. When the first flush of enthusiasm seemed
to be ebbing away, he thought of premature retire-
ment. But he has been roped in again and has
willy-nilly to do something with the editing of the
Annual. And as for Manohar Nath Kaul, well he
reminds me of Mahavir Thyagi, who during the
second Parliament, started as an inveterate critc
- of the treasury benches, but whose senses bulled
when he became a Minister. Kaul has been a
known arm-chair critic, but we are watching his
role as Joint Secrefary now.

Jagarnath Munshi is a type by himself. His
bewitching smile and praise for the Sabha and iis
Executive. even when it is not due, does for him
__or so he thinks—what hard work has not done
for the rest of us. Prithvinath Kaul (Malla) con-
fined his interest until recently. to giving belssing for
what little good was done. But, being in the
centre of the stage now, we expect that with his
lawyers' doggedness, we shall get from him some-
thing more than the drafting of an appeal for a
community centre for the Kashmiris. As for
Prithvinath Zutshi, our Joint Secretary and now
Treasurer-cum-Accountant, we will always remem:
ber him for his smiling disposition. He is not so
exacting as treasurer as was Sri Kanth Khar, who.
for his bluntness in demanding the subscription
from members, was always a problem for the
defaulters, but an asset for the Sabha as a whole.
Speaking of accounts, how can I forget Radha
Krishen, whose interest in the Sabha has been
rekindled by his transfer to Calcutta, though 1
wish he could take active interest in other Sabha
activities as he did in arranging the last community
Luncheon.
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That luncheon reminds me of the role i:-layed
by our women-folk in making that function a
success. The excellent way they managed the show
speaks volumes for their organising capacity.
And, if my friends do not take it amiss, we better
withdraw so far as the social side is concerned and
let our ladies manage it. They would do nice job
of it provided the know how to contain their
whishpers.

Speaking of ladies, how manfully Mrs. Bilas
Razdan took over the Secretaryship when others
were unwilling ! But the promise and enthusiasim
she showed was too good to last and within a few
months, the Sabha was the poorer for it.

Prakash Narain Haksar showed a great deal
of interest when he was elected President in 1961.
And with his re-election next year, we thought
the Sabha would benefit even more. But he
possibly thought that the Sabha was taking too
much liberty with him and he withdrew to the
sidelines even before the end of the game. With
Jagdish Narain Bhan the Sabha has not yet been
able to make much of an impression. 1 am sure
with his known interest in the welfare of the
Baradari, he should be a greater asset than he has
been so far.

I also remember Kali Sahai with his Police
Officer’s uniform, Shyam Narain Kaul of the
Moonlight Distributors, Pushker Nath Kauls, ong
of Rishra and the other of Bagbazar, K. K. Bakayu
of Kesoram Cotton Mills, and Thribhuwan Nath
Dhar of Ichapur, who have been or still are asso-
ciated with the Sabha in one way or another.
How can one forget B, K. Nehru, then of Imperi2l
Tobacco, who showed so much enthusiasm in any-
thing Kashmiri, and in his own s'lent way affordcd
help to some needy cases. Dr. 1. L. Parimoo is
kind enough not to forget us whenever a function
is held or a donation demanded. Dr. J. L. Pandit
does make an appearence now and then, but having
settled in Calcutta as a family man, we expecl
more than casual interest from him in the Sabha
affairs. ‘Badrinath Safaya and Jankinath Sadhu
are personally so obliging that you find it difficult
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‘to remind them that e Sebhe dessrves boticr

from them. Premnath Kaul (Naaz), Prithvinath
Kala and Nilakanth Peshin, the Emporium trio,
are always an asset, what if they have yet to become
regular members or pay their monthly subscrip-
tions. Pyarelal Sapru is definitely ‘Pyare’ (endear-
ing) when you remember his role in the Annual
Hawan. For the rest of the year, he possibly goes
underground. Mohanlal Kaul's fnterest has by
comparision been more extensive even if it lacks
intensity. He came to his own after his elder
brother Jankinath Kaul, one of the Sabha’s
stalwarts, left for Srinagar last year.

I remember Vijay Kumar Kichloo not only
for his sonorous voice, but also for his peculiar
notions about the Sabha. And., can I forget
Chunilal Kaul (Wofa) who is conspicuous by his
absence in the Sabha functions now, but who
holds the distinction of having been the Sabha's
Joint Secretary, without even being a regular
paying member.
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Among the relatively new comers, we expect
much more from the mastreo of fun and humour,
Gopi Kishen Kahcru, though he is already obliging
us both before and after the formal meetings of
the Executive Committee with his anecdotes and
observation. This reminds me of Jia Lal Kaul
who is also everready with timely observations
which add pep and sting to conversation.
We also expect a great deal from our youug
freinds like Chaman Kashkari (how can I forget
his unfulfilled promise of getting Rs. 20,000/-

as ads. for the Sabha Annual), Makhanlal
Ganju, Bansilal Razdan, Jawahar Razdan
and our latest acquisition, Premnath Kaul,

previously of New Delhi and now of Caledonian
Jute Mills, Calcutta, who burst on the Executive
with a challenging proposal to do something
worthwhile here and now.

And as for Shyam Sunder Raina—

—‘Maan na Maan Main tera Mehmaan'—he

won’t 'et you leave the Annual unless you give
him a reading.

VITASTA



CALCUTTA

( A depressing and an exhilarating city )

By MAHARAIJ

We live in Calcutta. It is therefore natural
that we should feel concerned when they say this
_city is facing a catastrophe—a catastrophe com
pounded of overcrowding and poverty, of pent-up
frustration and human degradation. The impend-
ing explosion, it is feared, threatens the future of
all of India, to whose economic development
Calcutta holds the key. Perhaps, these fears are
not true. And the metropolis is not yet that bad.
But, it is getting there ; Calcutta continues 1o
deteriorate.

The City's port handless about half India’s
exports. Into Calcutta come equipment and
supplies for a huge coal-iron-steel industrial com-
plex—the ‘Ruhr’ of India—that is growing to the
northwest. But Hooghly is silting rapidly and
making navigation increasingly difficult. Railways
are far overburdened with passengers and freight.
‘Only one up-to-date bridge., ‘Howrah’, crosses the
river to the western suburbs. Only one main road
‘B.T.” connects the city with its industrial belt and
winds through thirty miles of congestion. So the
economists ponder : What is the point of struggl-
ing to industrialise the country, of building yet
another steel plant at Bokaro, if one cannot
adequately transport raw materials, labour and
finished products ? What is the point of growing
tea and jute, the biggest earners of foreign ex-
change, if one may be unable to get them to
world markets ? Without foreign exchange, how
¢an the country buy generators for power plants,
petroleum for automobilies, aircraft for defence, so
on and so forth.

It is no exaggeration to say that for the most
part the 270 square miles of the city and its suburbs
are a jam-packed eyesore. Greater Calcutta is
dotted with illegal squatters’ colonies and bustees
__clusters of flimsy mud huts in each of which as
many as ten persons sleep, cook, eat and argue,
and make love in the same room.
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Slum dwellers bathe and sometimes quench
their thirst in stagnant, scum-covered ponds
cholera, typhoid, small pox, chronic dysentery
and a host of other diseases thrive,

Many streets are moelstroms of buses, motor
cars, taxis, oxcarts, Gora Gharis and Thela Gharis.
The big hotels, the air-conditioned bars, night
clubs and restuarants ring with the gaiety of the
rich.

Hardly a week goes by without a demostration,
mass meeting, or strike in protest against what the
instigators insist, rightly or wrongly, is injustice.
Today the students are angry, tomorrow the mill
workers, the next day the corporation employees
For the common man the life is an endless quagmire
of filth and congestion— congestion at home, on
the tram, in the canteen, even at the cinema, if he
can afford to visit one .

At the root of Calcutta’s crises is the fact
that the city grew haphazardly from three marshy
villages which Job Charnock, a British merchant,
bought in 1690 for 16.000 rupees. Omne village
was called Kali Katta ( abode of the Goddess Kali ),
after which the city may have been named. As
the port developed, city mushroomed. It became
the headquarters of the British Fast India Com-
pany and was, from 1774 until 1912, the capital
of India.

After independence, the already jammed
metropolitan area was swollen further by the influx
of 1,600,000 refugees from East Pakistan. Since
then, tens of thousands of other job-seekers, forced
off farmland by the presssure of population, have
migrated to Greater Calcutta every year. Within
the city limits, the population density has grown
to 75.000 persons a square mile. About 24 per
cent of the people live in slums. And all this has
led to ‘‘a deterioration of all economic values''.
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‘Of course, Calcutta, like most big cities has
its pleasant attractions. There is man-made lake
and the picturesque strand which provide recreation
for thousands. Its museums and art galleries are
treasure mines of Indian lore. On the maidan,
Yogis demostrate their skills, pot bellied merchants
practice calsthenics, British business men puit
golf balls, Mohan Bagan and East Bengal show
their mastery over foot-ball, students play cricket
‘and would-be poets sit beneath shade trees and
try to emulate Tagore and/or Keats.

Although about 42 per cent of the city’s popu-
lation is illiterate, yet Calcutta is a capital of
culture. Its prose and poetry, mostly in Bengali
language., are perhaps the richest of India It is
a home of traditional music, abstract painting and

avant grade drama. Its College-Street with its

sidewalk bookstalls and Coffee House, looks
every inch an ‘intellectual’ den.
They say New York is many cities. So is

Calcutta. It is a hodgepodge of neighbourhoods,
each an integral part of the whole but also with
an individual flavour. Its New-market and bazzars

are the delight of shoppers.

Calcutta is both a depressing and an exhila-
rating city ; it throbs day and night with nervous
energy. It excites the heart of a native Kashmiri,
one who exults in the awareness that he can
always make new discoveries, that any thing can

happen at any time.

{ Coniinued from page 41)

getting richer and the ‘‘old poor’ getting poorer.
The old aristocracy from the past seems to have
slipped gently out of position. A new and growing
class has taken its place. The die-hard reactions
of some of the old ‘‘haves’’ can, therefore, be
understood and appreciated They need time and
sympathy to further adjust themselves to the
changed and changing social order in the State.

Kashmir has always been the cradle of secular
security in India. There are few places in our
country where Hindus, Muslims, and Sikhs have,
I believe, merged and coalesced so well as there.
That was mainly why Kashmiris gave such magni-
ficent and uncommon proof of humanity and
brotherliness in the terrible and dark days of the
partition, in the midst of a raging conflagration of
hate and murder, of arson and loot that so shame-
fully and tragically over-took many parts of our
country. To-day Hindus and Sikhs in the State
have an honorable place in their home-land and
they are partners in and participants of the great
and unprecedented prosperity of the State.

There has been a cultural renaissance almost
over-night. The language, the dance, the drama,
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and the folk songs of a tortured and long enslaved
people are now the proud and expanding heritage
of a race that after many vicissitudes and tragedies
has come to find its feet and have an erect bearing.
For those of us who have seen the manacled and
mangled past this is a great time indeed !

More than all the prosperity, more than all
the development that I saw around in Kashmir, is
the new spirit that rules and pervades among the
people. It sparkles in their eyes, is evident from
their talk, and can be guessed at even from their

gait.

Like the rest of India Kashmir too, however,
has its share of doubting Thomases. 1 was re-
minded by some of them of the fact that it was in
1928 that on his exit from the State the late Sir
Albion Benerji said in a famous interview at
Lahore ! ““The Garden of India is full of weeds'.
I was told that all the weeds have not disappeared
yet. 1 do not know, though I have to confess to
having had an uncomfortable feeling from what 1
heard and saw while in the State that society in
Kashmir appears to be moored today to eroded
and eroding moral values. This may be part of the

{Continued on page 63)
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It’s Wonderful to be a Husband

By UDAI KAUL.

(A rejoinder to Bilas Razdan's Article “'I's
wonderful to be a wife’’ appearing in a previous
issue of the News and Views).

To return to the warmth of your home after
the hard knockings in the office and see your
self confidence and importance reviving, isn't it
wonderful ?

To get drowned in the affection that oozes
out of the eyes which speak more than words can
tell, isn't it wonderful ?

To sort out, at the close of the day, the prob-
leims of the children and the servants, and may
be of ‘‘Mama-in-law’’, and get the feeling that
you can restore things to order, isn’t it wondet-
ful ?

To send your sweet one to the hills the
moment she refers to the weather, and yourself
weather humidity and 110’s F so that you are able
keep someone on the hills, isn’t it wonderful ?

To live in company and command of the
greatest dissipator of incomes known fo man that
your sweet heart is, and thus get no opportunity
to save and later face the vain prospect of attempt-
to keep away from the vigilant eyes of Morarji
Desai and his tribe, isn't it wonderful ?

To spread your arm of protection over some-
body who is shrewd enough to give you the feeling
of your being so valuable and indispensable, and
who needs a he-man like you, isn’t it wonderful ?
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To talk of old times, when there was no
servants problem and when your relations and
neighbours were not so much puffed up as they
are at present, and to muse sometimes wistfully
of future when the liabilities would be over and
no cutting the coat according to cloth. isn't i
wonderful ?

To attempt to grasp something difficult,
something elusive, but by no means unreal and
having known and understood so much about the
person you pride in calling your wife. and then
one fine moment realizing how little you knew
about things, isn’t it wonderful ?

To be able to give the feeling that you can
be drawn upon for an inexhaustible supply of
anything, be it masculine comforting, money. or
anything, isn't it wonderful ?

To be able to act Alchemist-like in transform-
ing a wan and a taken-for-granted face into one
of glow and warmth by talking the poetic, though
time worn, words and see glamour reviving, isn’t
it wonderful ?

To let the interested know from miles far
sooner than you can imagine that you are already
married and be safe from meaningful and
amorous eyes of others, isn't it wonderful ?
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Stud’ont Section

Rashiriya Indian Military College

By ABINASH KAUL, (12 yrs. ).

Last year in July an advertisement appeared
in the “STATESMAN’’ for admission to the
Rashtriya Indian Military College, Dehra Dun.
The examination in written papers ( English and
Mathematics) general knowledge test and inter-
view by a board took place in August. Thirty
boys appeared from West Bengal whereas only two
seats are allotted to West Bengal. In October three
boys including me were called for a medical exami-
nation in the Army Hospital, Calcutta which lasted
for three days. While 1 was in the hospital a
gentleman, who was under training there, seeing
my mother’s “DEJHURU" asked her in Kashmiri
the reason for our being there. On hearing the
reason from my mother he was surprised and won-
dered how she could afford to send a boy of 10}
years to take an army career, Anyway the results
were out in Ist week of January and a telegram
from the Principal informed me that I should reach
Dehra Dun on 19th January, 1963. I had secured
first position from West Bengal. All these months
I was anxiously waiting for the results and naturally
I was overjoyed when the telegram came. There
was some opposition from some near relations for
my taking army career. The preparations started
and I left Howrah Station on 17th January in Doon
Express. In all twenty-two boys were admitted
from all over India. Next day a classification test
was taken and four boys including me were put in
Class 11 and others in Class I and thus I saved one
year. A cadet spends 5 years in the College.

Life is nice and pleasant in Dehra Doon. The
climate is good. The College has two hundred
and ten boys (cadets) on its rolls, divided into
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three sections, Pratap, Ranjit and Shivaji. It is
truly a national institute having cadets from all
over India.

We gev up at 5-30 a.m. and having bed tea go
for P.T. and then for a bath. Between bath and
breakfast we have classes for two periods. After
breakfast till lunch we again have classes. This is
followed by a sleeping interval, tea, games, bath
and then Roll Call. After this we have to go to the
classroom for two hours and do homework and
then to the Mess for our dinner. At 9-30 p.m. lights
are off and we go to sleep in our beds. The whole
day is occupied and we get no time to think about
our homes. In the beginning I used to cry in my
bed when lights were off. That was the only time
when I used to think about my home.

Once in a week a Hindi or English picture
is shown to us. There are games for every-
one and we are taught to play the game for game’s
sake and not be worried about the results. Above
all we are taught the friendship, loyalty and other
etiquettes of life and of course studies. Much
importance is placed on discipline and character
building. The teachers are excellent people and
give individual attention to the cadets. The food
is excellent which we need most after working hard
in the college and the field. Among its’ old boys
there are generals, ambassadors etc. who visit the
college sometimes, to inspire us and remew their
association with the college.

I am just now having summer vacation and
will be back at the college on 1st August, 1963,
among my friends and teachers.
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A Rainy Day

8y JAWAHAR BHAN
AGE 13

ST. XAVIER SCHOOL

The noise of the storm woke me in the small
hours of the morning. The night was made bright
by vivid flashes of lightning and the thunder rolled
around the house-tops almost like a solid thing
that might at any moment crash through the
roof. By dawn the violence of thé elements had
died down, but there was still a steady downpour
of rain and the sky was an unbroken grey.

It was refreshing to go out in the cool air
after the long weeks of stifling heat we had just
been passing through. Everyone and everything
looked revived. The trees already seemed to be
green, the roads were certainly cleaner than they
had been for months, and even the people
seemed not to mind the inconvenience of wel
umbrellas and soaking shoes for the sake of the
freshness and coolness of the air.

As the day worn on, however, the novelty of
a wet day after nine months drought began to
wear off and people could see its inconveniences.
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Floods stopped trafic in certain places, buses
were late and over crowded, and though it may be
quite plasant to take a brisk walk in the rain,
nobody likes standing in a queue in wet clothes
with the drips from the next person’s umbrella
dropping down the back with cold, clammy
frequency !

And look at this miserable family of dhobies
There they sit in their 'shop surrounded by bund.
les of wet and dirty clothes and no hope of getting
any of them dry until the rain ceases. When they
eventually return the laundry, days late. they will
be grumbled at and cursed by the irate house-
holder who has had no clean clothes with which
to replace his soaked garments when he returns
home in the evening. Who would be a dhobi
during the monsoon period ? There may be a
certain pleasure in watching pouring rain, but for
beggars and the homeless and destitutes, a rainy
day is poor fun
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(Continued from page 47)

have been able to bring her back. The accursed
ones put on her these bangles which they had
looted from the village. We gave them little time
to escape. They had to leave her behind along
with the bangles.” Sudarshan Pandit moved his
lips to say something,

“‘But, Panditji, she must have had a weak
heart, a very weak heart. With this much alone,
she has gone mad.”

Yes, mad ! That is what he had thought.
Mad beyond Maniras and the rituals—beyond the
Guru himself, the master of nine stars. The rock-
head and the ravines became one, and Guru
Sudarshan reeled and fell.

(Continued from page 55)

travail of the transition—a passing phase. 1 have,
however, yet to see a garden which does not have
its growth of weeds. Only dream gardens can have
none !

Be that as it may Kashmir is on the march.
There may have been, as some say, stumblings here
and there, false steps now and again, wrong
turnings on the road sometimes, but the genuine-
ness and the intensity of the march ahead is diffi-
cult to deny. The ‘‘New Kashmir” of the dreams
of many is fast in the making, and a resurgent
Kashmir is on the move to undo the sears of the
wrongs of time and the wrath of man and history
over the centuries.
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A HYMN

By ABHINAVA GUPTA,
(Translated by ‘““MASTER 11"’ ).

1

“Great God, pervading all existing things
"That move about or do not seem to move,
Pure spirit, one, eternal, infinite,

“Thou refuge of all waifs, Thou awful one,
With my mind filled with Thee I worship Thee
Within the sanctum of my loving heart.

2

Today by grace of Thee the universe
Appears to me Thy self ; and Thou art aye
My dtmi ; ergo, all This is myself.

3

‘The world thus being filled with Thee, and
Thou

My self, I fear not in the least the wheel
Of births and deaths—although past Karma
heaped
Bring gnawing pains and fears, and fainfing
fits.

4

“Cast not at me that dreadful angry look,

O Death,—for, thinking of and serving S'iv,

I'm strong and weild dread Bhairav’s mighty
pow'r.

5

The veil of darkness being torn away

By sun-rays of God-consciousness, which now
Is mine, the petty bogies—Karma, death,
‘Controller’, ‘Ender’—cannot frighten me.

6

The light of knowledge of the Truth has
dawned ;

The Being in all things is well discerned ;

I find true peace in Thee, my highest Self

Who brimmest o'er with amrit of Love's joy.

7

No sooner does distress invade my heart
And there cause scorching, burning fevers,
pains,
Than hymns of oneness with Thyself of me
Cause amrit—Pouring cloud to rain on it.

8

Great vows. rich gifts, austerities, and baths
In holy streams, no doubt, annul the pain,

the fever, of rebirths ; but merset thought

Of thy great S astra, nectar-sweet, will pour
A steady stream of bliss upon the mind.

9

Great S'iv, my soul rejoices, dances, sings

Whe she finds Thée, her Love—the one. the
Good

Whom few non-S’aivas ever find with ease,

Who knows His own good time (to gran His
grace ).

10

It was the tenth of paus’ a’s dark fortnight,

“Eight-nine’’ ( ?) when Abhinay composed
this hymn,

Which, if recited by a pious man,

Moves S'iv, the merciful, to nullify

The ‘heat’ of this world's desert in a trice.

*Pt. Zinda Kaul is a well known man of letters from Kashmir.
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He is popularly known as Masterji.
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Kashmir can claim the distinction of being
thd only region of India which possesses an unin-
terfupted series of written records of its history
reagching back beyond the period of the Muham-
majdan conquest and deserving the name of real
chrionicles.

Writing of history seems to have been a tradi-
tiopal art. We have no less an authority than
lhana himself to testify to the existence in his
e of at least eleven earlier compositions on the

Comprised in eight cantos of Sanskrit verse,
‘Rajatarangini’ is the history of the various
asties which ruled Kashmir from the earliest
petiod to the time of the author ( 12th century
5

The remarkable fact about this work is the
author’s impartiality as an historian and his
hohesty of purpose. He has not only consulted
older works on the subject, but also used original
sources like inscriptions and coins. His work was
cohtinued by Jonaraja (d. 1459 ) and Strivara who
brought the Chronicles down to 1486 AD. The
fopirth Chronicle begun by Prajyabhatta was com-
plated by his pupil Suka some years after the
anhexation of Kashmir by Akbar in 1586.

o

Thereafter the tradition of writing history
was kept up by Kashmirian writers both Hindu and
Muslim in Persian.

In classical India, Kashmir had an honoured
place. The ancient chronicles speak of a “‘glorious
Kineg of Kashmir” named Gonanda, who was
“shorshipped by the region which Kailasa lights
ug and which the tossing Ganga clothes with a soft
garment.”’ In the same records the name of Asoka
is |lassociated with Srinagar, a “‘town of ninety-six
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lakhs of houses resplendent with wealth’’. Buddhist
influence predominated in early Kashmir. The
kings were probably of that faith, and the third
Buddhist Council was held in the country. Tolera-
tion, however, seems to have been the keynote of
religious policy in those remote times, and
Buddhists and Hindus lived amicably together, but
when the famous Chinese pilgrim, Yuan Chwang
visited Kashmir in about the seventh century of
the Christian era, he found the mass of the people
Hindu and the Buddhist monasteries few and partly
deserted.

Another turn in Kashmir's wheel of fate
brought into power, about A.D. 528, Mihirakula,
a king ‘‘cruel as death’’, who is known to history
as the leader of the White Huns or Epthalites.
Stories about the brutality of this monarch are told
to this day. Village people still point to a ridge
on the Pir Panjal range, called Hastivanj, where
the king drove one hundred elephants over the
precipipe to amuse himself as he enjoyed their
cries of agony.

A notable king was Pravarasena II, who
reigned about A.D. 700 and built his capital on
the site of the present Srinagar. Another ruler of
whom history takes great account is Lalitaditya,
who ruled in the middle of the eighth century, and
distinguished himself by his successful campaigns
in India and Central Asia. Returning from his last
campaign loaded with booty, he followed the usual
custom of building a capital for himself. Yet
another aspirant for the honour of fixing the state
capital was Sankaravarman, a king who reigned
towards the end of the ninth century A.D.
This king, after the manner of his kind, destroyed
Paraspur, which was then the capital, and founded
a new city where Pattan is now situated. Finally,
in this line of Hindu kings, we have Queen Didda,
who reigned from 950 to 1003.
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The subsequent history of Kashmir for some
hudreds of years was a succession of violent
chianges in which dynasty succeeded dynasty, as
sofe adventurer or other, by his military talents,
acfjuired power. At the end of the fourteenth
ceptury Muslim rule was established over the
Hdppy Valley through a line of rulers known as
Suftans. The best-known of these kings was Zain-
ulfabidin, Abolishing the iniquitous poll-tax and
other oppressive measures of his predecessor, he
injugurated an era of toleration under which
anpient learning was revived and the Brahmans
regained their influence.  This enlightened
Sultan’s death left Kashmir a prey to the old
angarchical influences, and it was not until the con-
quest of the territory by the Emperor Akbar at
th¢ end of the sixteenth century that a reign of
orfler was established.

——

Akbar’s association with Kashmir is one of
th¢ poetic traditions of Indian history. Though
he| visited the Valley only three times he was
miich attracted to it, and caused his great Minister,
Tagdar Mull, to devote to it a prominent measure
of his administrative abilities. It is, however, to
th¢ Emperor Jehangir that Kashmir owes its most
opulent memories of Mughal rule. This monarch
wys greatly drawn to the country, and lavished
upon it an extraordinary amount of money and
cafe. A conspicuous feature of the Kashmir of

hi§ day was the many lovely pleasure gardens

which the emperor caused to be laid in appropriate
pdsitions, notably around the Dal lake. "It is
stated that the revenue from these gardens, from
the sale of roses and bed-musk, was as much as
one lakh rupees a year, a very large sum having
repard to the difference in values between those
ddys and the present time. '

The Mughal connection lasted until the middle
of| the eighteenth century, when, in consequence of
the decay of the Imperial power, the Subah or the
StEte became practically independent of Delhi.
Thereafter it fell under Afghan despotism and the
pdople were oppressed by a succession of governors
from Kabul, each more cruel than his predecessor.
Al length, their condition becoming insupportable,
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they turned for aid to Ranjit Singh whose rising
star was then attracting the attention of India. As
a consequence of his appeal the Sikh ruler sent an
army to Kashmir in 1914, the advance being made
over the Pir Panjal. The expedition was a failure,
and nothing further was done until 1819, when
Ranjit Singh’s best general, Misr Diwan Chand,
accompanied by Gulab Singh of Jammu, invaded
Kashmir, and after driving out the Afghan repre-
sentative, Mahomed Azim Khan, established the
Sikh rule. A terrible famine ravaged the Valley
in the early years of the Sikh ascendancy. Mian
Singh was the most popular Sikh governor, and
grateful memories of his exertions to repair the
ravages of the famine still linger. He was unfor-
tunately assassinated by mutinous {roops.

While Kashmir was passing through the later
vicissitudes in its history which we have outlined,
a new power was growing in influence on the
environs of the State. This was the authority
waged by Gulab Singh, a Rajput who was one of
Ranjit Singh’s favourit lieutenants. Created Raja
of Jammu in 1820 for services rendered to the Sikh
cause, Gulab Singh, by force of character, speedily
organized his territory on firm lines, and, in con-
juction with his brothers, Dhyan Singh, who vas
made Chief of Poonch, and Suchet Singh, who was
placed in charge of the State of Ramnagar, even-
tually established a complete domination of nearly
all the country between Kashmir and the Punjab.
Ladakh and Baltistan were also brought under
control, with the result that Gulab Singh was prac-
tically master of all the territory immediately
surrounding Kashmir.

When war broke out between the British and
the Sikhs, Gulab Singh refrained from taking
sides until in 1846, after the battle of Sobraon, he
acted the part of mediator between the British and
the Sikhs. The treaties concluded as a result of
this intervention gave to the British, as equivalent
of an idemnity of one crore of rupees, the hill
countries between the rivers Beas and the Indus,
and transferred from the British to Gulab Singh
for the sum of 75 lakhs all the hilly and moun-
tainous country situated to the east of the Indus



and the west of the Ravi. Gulab Singh died in
1857 and in 1860, his successor, Ranbir Singh,
sent a well-equipped expedition against the muti-
nous chief of Gilgit and the adjoining territories,
and succeeded in finally establishing the Dogra
hold upon this outpost. Ranbir Singh was an
excellent ruler, and a man of learning, culture and
strong intelligence. The close of his reign was
darkened by the calamitous famine of 18779,
which decimated the valley. On his death in
September 1885 he was succeeded by his eldest
son, Maharaja Pratap Singh. who ruled for 40
years and was succeeded by his nephew, Maharaja
Hari Singh.

In 1931, influenced no doubt by the freedom
struggle in the rest of India, Kashmir rose against
the autocratic rule of the Maharaja, demanding a
democratic set-up in administration. Thanks to
the broad nationalistic outlook, which was doubt-
less the result of a composite cultural heritage, the
movement was directed early into healthy channels.

By 1946 the National Conference, representing
all communities in the State, was a strong force.
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When as a result of their heroic struggle, the
people of the State where hopefully looking for-
ward to a peaceful transfer of power to them, they
were suddenly called upon to face a mew danger
from an unexpected direction.

Seized by an ambition to acquire the State by
force of arms, Pakistan encouraged and abetted a -
ruthless invasion of the State by tribesmen in 1947.
Happenings of the two eventful years which wit-
nessed the heroic deeds of the Indian Armed
Forces in repelling this attack and saving the people
of the State from ravages of fire and sword. are
still fresh in our minds. The invasion turned
Kashmir into a theatre of war resulting in the des-
truction of life and property. There was disloca-
tion in trade and agriculture and tourist traffic
nearly came to an end. |

With the cease-fire agreement in 1949, the
popular Government in Kashmir had time to chalk
out a programme of tehabilitation and develop-
ment. Since then, Kashmir has registered an all

round improvement in the education, health and

economic well-being of its people.



WHEN KASHMIR WAS TRULY GREAT
A forgotten page from Kashmir history

By SHRIDHAR KAUL, SRINAGAR.

Says Kalhana in the Rajatarangini, “Learn-
ing, lofty houses, saffron, icy water and grapes :
things that even in heaven are difficult to find, are
common there (in Kashmir)'. The first-named
in this list of boons which have been the distin-
guishing endowment of this land of enchantment
__some of the rest still are—constitutes the solid
basis of Kashmir’s true greatness in the compara-
tively remote past of its chequered history. 1is
crystal streams and bubbling springs have been,
and are, nectarine in their power to impart an
abundant measure of fertility to its soil and 0
refresh and vitalize the body and soul of its people
whose riches of the mind have like a mighty river
flowed in the past beyond its mountain ramparts
to delight and enlighten the outside world. Yes,
Kashmir has had its epoch of intellectual and
spriritual glory lying in its rich efflorescene with the
magic splendour of its floral wealth, its lush,
green meadows and forest-clad and snow-capped
mountains. Thanks to ils mountain-girt isolation,
its sages and seers created within its boundaries
the counterparts of almost all the pilgrimages—
sacred rivers and fanes—in the wide plains of
Bharat to symolize the  spiritual, indissoluble
unity of Kashmir, with the Great Motherland.
And within the mighty framework of the eternal
Vedic tradition, they evolved their own systems
of philosophy and their own ritualistic code
which. though identical in essence with the codes
followed in other parts of Bharat, bore unmistak-
able marks of Kashmir’s individuality in minor

details. The genius of the people expressed itself

in masterpieces of art, particularly works of
architecture, the surviving ruins of some of which
bear eloquent testimony to the superlative
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grandeur of the original structures. Their abiding
contributions to culture were, however, related to
the realm of general literature, to philosophy. to
poetry, to aesthetics and to fiction. In the beginn-
ing of the Christian era Kashmir was, indeed, the
oreatest centre of Sanskrit learning and Buddhist
philosophy and attracted scholars from distant
lands who came for advanced studies and for
obtaining recognition for their works, that recogni-
tion being regarded as ihe hall-mark of proficiency
and achievement. It was here that King Kanishka
convened the third Buddhist Council in which 500
saints and sages participated 1o produce standard
commentaries on the Sutra, Vinaya and Abhidharma
Pitakas, each of the commentaries consisting of
1.00,000 verses which the King ordered to be
engraved on copper plates that were deposited
under his orders in a stone receptacle and then
enshrined in a stupa. It was again here that the
different schools of Buddhist philosophy, particu-
larly Sarvastivada, were developed, that the foun-
dations of mahayana were laid and even the The-
ravada of the South received some of its inspira-

tion.

The works of profound philosophic import
born of the intellectual ferment and spiritual fer-
vour of the Kashmirians of that distant epoch are
enough to entitle them to a place of honour in
the world’s hall of fame, but they have a far stron-
ger claim to transcendental eminence for another
reason. Individuals and nations are great in direct
proportion to their capacity for alteruistic service,
their ability to humanize, uplift and ameliorate
mankind undeterred and unaffected by national.
religious and racial barriers. This demands a spirit
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of high self-sacrifice, deep compassion and utter
renunciation and the success of the missionary
endeavour which flows from such a lofty ideal is
determined by the number of people who are in-
fluenced for good and transformed into beings
who radiate peace, love and good will to the four
corners of the world and being blessed in them-
selves are a blessing to the earth. Kashmir’s
golden epoch extending from about the beginnings
- of the Christian era was abundantly rich in men
who, judged by the aforesaid standard, assume a
stature that in its lofty grandeur stands unsurpass-
ed elsewhere in the world. This galaxy of spiritual
giants carried the torch lighted by Lord Buddha
to dispel the darkness of the world, to distant
countries among which China stands out cons-
picuously. These men who had drunk deep at
the perennial fount of the Lord’s teaching of utter
renunciation and infinite compassion all came of
affluent families—some even had royal blood in
their veins—and goaded by an irresistible urge ins-

pired by that teaching to illumine the path of -

benighted fellow-men, they voluntarily renounced
the sweet comforts and amenities of prosperous
homes for a life of privation and travail beset with
grave peril to life and limb and exposed to innu-
merable dangers and difficulties. What inconceiv-
able spiritual energy, what dauntless courage to
fulfil a sacred mission at any cost—it must have been
that made these men of colossal stature wend their
lone way on foot from Kashmir to distant China
over high mountains and ice-bound glaciers over
vast deserts and wildernesses across impetuous
torrents and raging rivers, with no material gain
to act as an allurement, with no political aim to
taint their mission of mercy, with no equipment
save scriptual texts carried on their backs, their
profound wisdom and fathomless loving-kindness
their only weapons for the spiritual conquest of
foreign lands and for winning over human hearts
to the path of enlightenment. Let us transport
ourselves in imagination to that period in the
world’s history—a space of about two thousand
years in lime—and we can easily assess the
enormus dimensions of the colossal task which
these men of superhuman spiritnal calibre imposed
" on themselves and carried out with signal success.
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A brief narration of the achievements of some of
them ( the list is only representative and not exhaus-
tive ) would perhaps facilitate a comprehension of
what has been said above and this will accordingly

follow.

Sanghabhuti

He was one of the first Kashmirian scholars
who undertook the long arduous journey to China
to disseminate the teachings of Lord Buddha in
that country. It was in 381 A. D. that he arrived
at the northern capital of China where he was re-
ceived with honour by Chinese Buddhist scholars.
He translated a number of Sanskrit scriptural texts
into Chinese among which a comprehensive com-
mentary on the Vinaya pitaka of the sarvastivada

school stands out prominently.

Gautama Sanghadeva

olar arrived in north China in
udy was the Abhi-
and metaphysical

This erudite sch
384. His special pranch of st
dharma, Buddhist psychological
literature. Taking enormous pains to learn the
Chinese language, he mestered it S}lﬂ:lcicﬂtly to't.)e
able to revise the earlier ttanslat‘lons of certain
Qanskrit texts and to give exposiﬂqns of then:f to
those anxious to understand their inner meaning.
About seven Yyears later Sanghadeva moved to
South China. There he first stayed at Lushan
where a Buddhist institution had been founded by
a Chinese scholar. At Lushan Sanghadeva trans-
lated a few Sanskrit texts. 1In 397 he moved o
Nanking and here he created a tremendous impre-

o that one of the leading officials

ssion, so much §
Here

of the state built a monastery in his honour.
also he took up and completed the translation of

a number of Buddhist texts.

Punyatrata

About this scholar we only know that he
came to China about the begmnning of the fifth
century. He is said to have met Kumarajiva—a
profound scholar to whom we shall refer later—in
China and collaborated with him in the work of
the translation of Sanskrit texts into Chinese.
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